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CITY OF BROOKSVILLE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
201 HOWELL AVENUE
MINUTES

December 6, 2010 7:00 PM.

Brooksville City Council met in regular session with Mayor Lara Bradburn, Joseph E. Johnston, 111,
Joe Bernardini, Frankie Burnett and Emory Pietce present. Also present were Thomas S. Hogan, Jr.,
City Attorney; T. Jennene Norman-Vacha, City Manager; Janice L. Peters, City Clerk; Steve
Baumgartner, Finance Director; Mike Walker, Parks and Recreation Director; Bill Geiger,
Community Development Director; Richard Radacky, Director of Public Works; George Turner,
Police Chief and Tim Mossgrove, Fire Chief. Members of the Hernando Today and Hernando
Times were also present.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bradbutn, followed by an invocation and Pledge of
Allegiance.

OATH OF OFFICE

Swearing in of New Council Members
Seat No. 1 - Joe Bernardini, for a term of office through 12/01/14

Seat No. 2 - Frankie Burnett, for an unexpired term of office through 12/03/12
Seat No. 4 - Emory Pierce, for a term of office through 12/01/14
Seat No. 5 - Lara Bradburn, for a term of office through 12/01/14

The Honorable Donald Scaglione, County Judge, Hernando County performed the swearing
n ceremony.

The newly sworn Council Members introduced their family and friends who were present.
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SELECTIO

Nomination:
Mayor Bradburn nominated Council Member Burnett for Mayor and Council Member

Johnston for Vice-Mayor.
Motion:
Motion was made by Council Member Johnston and seconded by Council Member
Bernardini for the closing of nominations. Motion carried 5-0.
Council Member Bradburn adjoutned the meeﬁng.

** RECESS FOR COUNCIL MEMBER RECEPTION **

Mayor Burnett reconvened the meeting at 7:33 pm. APPROVED BY BROOKSVILLE

CITY, COUNCIL
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - DECEMBER 6, 2010

PRESENTATIONS

COUNCIL MEMBER RECOGNITION

Sue Rupe and Jan Knowles of Hernando County Toutism Development presented outgoing
Council Member Richard Lewis with a plaque for his years of service as a member on the
Tourist Development Committee.

Resolution No. 2010-24 — Qutgoing Council Member Recognition
Consideration of Resolution recognizing 14 years of service of outgoing Council Member
Richard E. Lewis.

" 1 4 3 < S | AQ At DU
Council Member Bradburn read the resolution in its entirety and presented it to outgoing

Council Member Richard Lewis on behalf of Brooksville City Council.

Motion:
Motion was made by Council Member Johnston and seconded by Council Member
Bernardini for approval of Resolution No. 2010-24.

City Clerk Peters read Resolution No. 2010-24 by title, as follows:

AN APPRECIATION RESOLUTION ON THE PART OF THE
CITY OF BROOKSVILLE CITING RICHARD E. LEWIS FOR 14
YEARS OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AND SELFLESS
DEDICATION TO THE OFFICE AS A COUNCIL MEMBER OF
THE CITY OF BROOKSVILLE.

Motion carried 5-0 upon roll call vote as follows:

Council Member Pierce Aye
Council Member Bradburn ~ Aye
‘Council Member Bernardini Aye
Vice Mayor Johnston Aye
Mayor Burnett Aye

M. Lewis thanked City Council, the city employees and citizens for allowing him to serve as
a City Council Member. Vice Mayor Johnston thanked him for his yeats of setvice.

Margaret R. Ghiotto Beautification Award - Residential Award
Recognition of improvements to the property of Michael Mitchel and previous owner Frank
Guckian, located at 501 Howell Avenue.

Scott Renz, Beautification Board Chair, reviewed the award, which he and Mayor Burnett
presented.

Overview of the Sunshine Law
Presentation by the City Attorney on the Sunshine Law for Local Government Public
Officials.
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - DECEMBER 6, 2010

City Attorney Hogan and City Attorney Rey presented the Sunshine Iaw and Public
Records Law, as referenced in .A#achment A, for the benefit of the new City Council
membets. ‘

Council Member Bernardini asked the difference between posting on Twitter and having a
reporter ask his position on an issue and then publishing it in the newspaper. City Attorney
Rey indicated it is debatable, but a Twitter account is selectively public depending on
authorized security features but can be used to convey information such as agendas and
meeting date and time. She recommended it not be used to comment as to opinion,
principle feeling or other issues about matters that City Council may take action on.

CITIZEN INPUT

Mayor Burnett asked for citizen nput.

Pierre Desjardins congratulated the new City Council. He also thanked Richard Lewis for all
his yeats of dedication to the City. He advised that at the next Board of County
Commissioners Meeting one of the Commissioners wants to do away with the Tourist
Development Council (TDC). He urged Council to be present at the meeting to speak on
behalf of the TDC.

Council Member Bradburn indicated she was at the meeting in which it was recommended
the TDC be done away with. She recommended the Mayor send a letter of opposition.
Council consensus was to send the letter as recommended.

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes
November 1, 2010 Regular Meeting

Budget Amendment — Police Department v
Consideration of budget amendment authorizing amendments on behalf of approved
Special Events expended for overtime in the amount of $3,387.72.

Surplus Equipment — Fire Depattment
Consideration of surplus equipment deemed obsolete, uneconomical or inefficient.

Council Member Bernardini questioned the budget amendment for the Police Department
and asked if that was the only department with overtime expenses. City Manager Norman-
Vacha indicated it has been the majority of the cost but Public Works had some overtime for
setting up barricades for the three (3) recent events. She pointed out the firefighters that
were present at the Cycling Classic event volunteered their time as an exercise on the
Community Emergency Response Team. She indicated there will be a larger presence of
firefighters for first aid and assistance at the Christmas Parade on Saturday.

Motion:

Motion was made by Council Member Bradburn seconded by Council Member Pierce for
approval of the Consent Agenda. Motion carried 5-0.
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - DECEMBER 6, 2010

REGUILAR AGENDA

Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council (WRPC) Board
Consideration of Council appointment to the WRPC Board for a term beginning December
9, 2010 through December 7, 2011.

Motion:
Motion was made by Council Member Bradburn and seconded by Council Member
Bernardini for nomination of Council Member Johnston to continue on the board.

approval for the City of Brooksville to reptesent them on this board. Vice Mayor Johnston

accepted the position. Motion carried 5-0.

Progress Energy Audit Report Update
Update on audit of records for Progress Energy and Withlacoochee River Electric
Cooperative regarding assessment, collection and payment of the public service tax.

City Attorney Rey indicated the City has asked for assistance with the public service tax
audit. She stated the City has been working with Progress Energy for awhile and has
retained the services of Oliver & Joseph to conduct that public service tax audit. The audit
has now been completed and the issue will move forward from there in terms of Progress
Energy’s compliance with the City’s public service tax ordinance.

Mary Beth Gary, CPA, Oliver & Joseph, P.A, updated City Council on the Audit Report.
This project was approved about a year ago and they have met with Progress Energy
representatives wherein timeframes for the audit were defined according to the City
Attorney’s office.  Progress Energy was legally noticed for their failure to collect the
appropriate public service tax on bills issued to city residents from 2004 until 2007. In early
September Progress Energy provided electronic records which were a summary of all
accounts identified by the City as potentially not being billed the public service tax. That
mformation was used for all the locations and calculated what the public service tax
coliection should have been; $128,000 plus interest from 2005 to September 2010 of
$94,000 for a total of $223,000 due the City. The City Attorney’s office has sent notice to
Progress Energy and is awaiting response from them at this time.

City Attorney Rey indicated this amount is strictly the Public Service Tax collected and does
equate to a Franchise Fee calculation which would be separate from this amount. She stated
this is an update to the status of the project and will be brought back to Council periodically
to advise of its progress.

Council Member Bradburn asked for the difference between the Public Service Tax and the
Franchise Fee. She also asked if there is a deadline for collection of the amount.

City Attorney Rey indicated Progress FEnergy was sent a notice asking for immediate

payment given the amount of time it has taken to get a response of records but a response
has not yet been received. The Franchise Fee is a separate ordinance with its own
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - DECEMBER 6, 2010

calculation and collection rate. This was specifically statute-related to Public Service Tax and
is very specific. The ordinance is detailed as to how that audit is completed and one will
depend on the outcome of the other. She indicated December 15, 2010, is the deadline for
Progress Energy to make payment.

Council Member Bradburn thanked Richard Iewis for bringing the issue forward. Mr. Lewis
thanked Council for their full support of the issue from the beginning.

Having read the following, Mayor Burnett adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm for the
scheduled Executive Session:

EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO ES. CHAPTER 286.011(8)

Pending Condemnation Proceedings

The purpose of the Executive Session is to discuss settlement options and litigation strategy
for pending City actions. The persons attending the meeting will be Council Members Joe
Bernardini, Lara Bradburn, Frankie Burnett, Joe Johnston & Emorty Pierce; Attorney’s for
the City of Brooksville, Thomas S. Hogan, Jtr., Debbie Hogan and Jennifer Rey; City
Manager, 'I. Jennene Norman-Vacha; and court reporter C. Gail Donato of Carolyn F. Engle
& Associates. The meeting is expected to last approximately sixty minutes.

Mayor Burnett reconvened the regular Council meeting at 9:50 pm.

REGULAR AGENDA

Professional Services — Retainer Agreement
Consideration for Professional Services — Retainer Agreement.

Motion:
Motion was made by Council Member Bradburn and seconded by Council Member Pierce
for approval. Motion carried 3-2, with Vice Mayor Johnston and Council Member
Bernardini voting in opposition.

Mayor Burnett asked for public input.

Kojack Burnett wished all Happy Holidays and commended Richard Lewis for his service as
a City Council member.

ITEMS BY COUNCIL

Thomas S. Hogan, Jt., City Attorney

Commendation to Richard Lewis
Attorney Hogan thanked Mr. Lewis as he was instrumental in the retainer agreement.
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - DECEMBER 6, 2010

T. Jennene Norman-Vacha, City Manager

Financial Workshop
City Manager Norman-Vacha requested a financial wotkshop on February 227 at 6:00 p.m.;

Council concurred.

City Hall Tree Decorating
She reminded everyone the tree decorating with the Beautification Board is on Friday at
10:00 a.m. Mayor Burnett asked for a telephone call to confirm the time on Friday, all others

will be notified by email.

Christmas Tree Lighting

She reminded everyone the tree ghting at the courthouse will be on Thursday at 7:30 p.m.

DAL LA L CVOL UL Ui

1;
with the stroll activities beginning at
Christmas Parade

She reminded everyone the parade will be on Saturday and will update City Council on the
meeting time and location via email.

Lara Bradburn, Council Member

Thursday Night Stroll
Council Member Bradburn indicated the stroll is 2 new tradition expected to be a spectacular

event and is similar to Dade City’s Church Street event.

Christmas Parade
She indicated that she will not be able to attend this year’s parade due to her upcoming

surgery.

Emory Pierce, Council Member

First Council Meeting
Council Member Pierce stated he enjoyed his first meeting.

Joe Johnston, Vice Mayor

Council Recognition
Vice Mayor Johnston welcomed Council Member Pierce and congratulated Mayor Burnett

on his appointment.

Frankie Burnett, Mayor

Council Recognition
Mayor Burnett thanked former Mayor and Council Member Bradburn for making her
recommendations on nominations and all of Council for their support.
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - DECEMBER 6, 2010

Agenda Items
He informed Council Members that should they want an item added to the agenda that was

not previously approved by Council to contact the City Manager and it will be put on the
agenda as it relates to City business.

ennifer Rey, City Attorne

Executive Session
City Attorney Rey requested an Executive Session on December 20t. Council Concurred.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to bring before Council, the meeting adjout
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