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ARTICLE XI 

 

DEFINITIONS 

 

PART 11-1 

 

CONTENTS 

 

SECTION 11-1.1. GENERALLY. 

 

This Article contains most of the definitions for use with this Code. Other definitions, however, may be 

located elsewhere in this Code and should be used as indicated. Where terms are not defined in this 

Code and are defined in the Florida Building Code, such terms shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in that code.  

 

SECTION 11-1.2. DEFINITIONS. 

 

Abandoned Sign: A sign which, for a period of 180 consecutive calendar days, is no longer being 

used, and which is not being maintained shall be considered an abandoned or discontinued sign.  

 

Abutting: See Contiguous.  

 

Access: A way or means of vehicular or pedestrian approach to provide physical entrance to a property.  

 

Access, Direct/Collectors and Arterials: Having frontage on a collector or arterial street and the 

opportunity for direct vehicular access onto the collector or arterial street is present.  

 

Access Direct/Local: Having frontage on a local street. The parcel or lot shall be configured such that 

vehicular access may be obtained from said property directly onto the street.  

 

Accessory: Having a subordinate function. See also Building, Accessory; Structure, Accessory; and 

Use, Accessory.  

 

Accessory, Agricultural Structure: A structure containing materials and uses which are accessory to 

an agricultural activity. Examples of such a structure would be a pen to contain livestock and farming 

equipment, but not a structure used primarily to contain hand tools and domestic vehicles.  

 

Accessory Dwelling: A second dwelling unit that may be attached to owner-occupied single-family 

detached home, or may be a separate detached structure on the same lot as an owner-occupied single-

family detached home. An accessory dwelling unit shall contain its own sleeping, individual kitchen, as 

defined herein, bathing and toilet facilities. The facilities may be of efficient design but shall be 

adequate for independent residential use. Occupancy of the accessory dwelling and principal dwelling 

by members of the same family or other related persons shall have no bearing on the applicability of 

this definition. Any detached structure, or any portion of a structure or dwelling that cannot be accessed 

internally from within the structure or dwelling, which does not meet the facilities requirements for an 

accessory dwelling unit as described herein may not be utilized for living or sleeping purposes, 

including guest visits, at any time.  
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Accessory Structure (Appurtenant Structure): A structure that is located on the same parcel of 

property as the principal structure and the use of which is incidental to the use of the principal 

structure.  Accessory structures should constitute a minimal investment, may not be used for human 

habitation, and be designed to have minimal flood damage potential.  Examples of accessory structures 

include detached garages, carports, storage sheds, pole barns, and hay sheds. 

 

Act of God: An overwhelming, unpreventable event caused exclusively by forces of nature, such as an 

earthquake, flood, or tornado, and including all natural phenomena that are exceptional, inevitable, and 

irresistible, the effects of which could not be prevented or avoided by the exercise of due care or 

foresight.  

 

Addition to an Existing Building: An extension or increase in floor area or height of a building or 

structure. 

 

Adjoining: See Contiguous.  

 

Adult Arcade: Any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein coin-operated or slug-

operated or electronically, electrically, or mechanically controlled still or motion picture machines, 

projectors, or other image-producing devices are maintained to show images to five or fewer persons 

per machine at any one time, and where the images so displayed are distinguished or characterized by 

the depicting or describing of "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas."   

 

Adult Bookstore or Adult Video Store: A commercial establishment that, as one of its business 

purposes, offers for sale or rental for any form of consideration any one or more of the following:   

 

1. Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, or computer software, or photographs, 

films, motion pictures, video cassettes or video reproductions, slides, digital video discs, or 

other visual representations that depict or describe "specified sexual activities" or "specified 

anatomical areas"; or 

 

2. Instruments, devices, or paraphernalia that are designed for use in connection with "specified 

sexual activities." A commercial establishment may have other principal business purposes that 

do not involve the offering for sale or rental of material depicting or describing "specified 

sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas" and still be categorized as an "adult 

bookstore" or "adult video store." Such other business purposes will not serve to exempt such 

commercial establishments from being categorized as an "adult bookstore" or "adult video 

store" as long as one of its business purposes is the offering for sale or rental for consideration 

the specified materials that depict or describe "specified sexual activities" or "specified 

anatomical areas." 

 

Adult Cabaret: A nightclub, bar, restaurant, or similar commercial establishment that regularly 

features:   

 

1. Persons who appear in a state of nudity or semi-nudity; 

 

2. Live performances that are characterized by the exposure of "specified anatomical areas" or by 

"specified sexual activities;" 
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3. Films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other photographic reproductions that are 

characterized by the depiction or description of "specified sexual activities" or "specified 

anatomical areas;" or 

 

4. Persons who engage in erotic dancing or performances that are intended for the sexual interests 

or titillation of an audience or customers. 

 

Adult Care Facility: Establishment that provides, on a regular basis, assistance or care for five or 

more unrelated adults for a period of less than 24 hours a day and which receives a payment, fee or 

grant for the adults attending the facility, whether or not operated at a profit.  

 

Adult Motel:  means a hotel, motel or similar commercial establishment that:   

 

1. Offers accommodation to the public for any form of consideration and provides patrons with 

closed-circuit television transmissions, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other 

photographic reproductions that are characterized by the depiction or description of "specified 

sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas;" and has a sign visible from the public right-

of-way that advertises the availability of this adult type of photographic reproductions; or 

 

2. Offers a sleeping room for rent for a period of time that is less than 24 hours, excluding the 

period, which may be up to four hours, between posted check-in and check-out times; or 

 

3. Allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to sub-rent the room for a period of time that is 

less than 24 hours. 

 

Adult Motion Picture Theater: A commercial establishment where, for any form of consideration, 

films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or similar photographic reproductions are regularly 

shown that are characterized by the depiction or description of "specified sexual activities" or 

"specified anatomical areas."   

 

Adult Theater: A theater, concert hall, auditorium, or similar commercial establishment that regularly 

features persons who appear, in person, in a state of nudity or semi-nudity, or live performances that 

are characterized by the exposure of "specified anatomical areas" or by "specified sexual activities."   

 

Adverse Effect (on Historic and Archaeological Resources): An effect which may reduce or impair 

any of the elements of integrity or other criteria for significance of an historic or archaeological 

resource, including, but not limited to: physical destruction, damage, or alteration of the significant or 

contributing features of the property; isolation of the resource from or alteration of the character of the 

resource's setting when that setting contributes to the resource's significance; or introduction of visual, 

audible, or atmospheric elements that are out of character with the property or alter its setting.  

 

Adversely Impact: To destroy or damage or to contribute to the destruction or damage of something. 

Adverse impact upon a natural resource means direct contamination, alteration or destruction of a 

natural resource, including development activity and the secondary impacts of development, to the 

degree that the natural resource would be eliminated, reduced or impaired.  

 

Advertiser: A person who is a lessee or owner of a sign, an agent of same or anyone who has 

beneficial use of a sign.  
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Aggregate Sign Area: The total available sign area of all sides or portions of a sign.  

 

Agriculture: The use of land for one or more of the following:  

 

1. Production of strawberries, tomatoes, and other vegetables; production shall include, as 

permitted accessory uses, the sorting, grading, cooling, washing or initial packing of the 

agricultural output from the zoning lot;  

 

2. Production of nut trees, citrus and other fruit trees, vines, and bushes; production shall include, 

as permitted accessory uses, the sorting, grading, cooling, washing or initial packing of the 

agricultural output from the zoning lot;  

 

3. Pasture for cattle, horse, sheep or goats and other farm animals; 

 

4. Forestry and other forms of food and fiber production for human and animal consumption; 

 

5. Greenhouses, plant farms and ornamental horticulture; 

 

6. Raising, breeding, working and use of animals; 

 

7. Aquaculture; production shall include, as permitted accessory uses, the sorting, grading, 

cooling, washing or initial packing of the agricultural output from the zoning lot; and  

 

8. Bee keeping. 

 

Agricultural District: Any parcel zoned AG or any portion of a PDP District zoned for agricultural 

land uses as defined by this Code.  

 

Agricultural Stand: Permanent or temporary structures for the sale of legumes in the shell, fresh fruits 

and vegetables, ornamental plants and other agricultural products, and natural plants, flowers and trees.  

 

Aircraft: A motor vehicle or contrivance now known or hereafter invented, used or designed for 

navigation of or flight in the air, except a parachute or other contrivance designed for such navigation 

but used primarily as safety equipment.  

 

Aircraft Landing Field: An area of land or water which is used or intended to be used for the landing 

and taking off of aircraft, which provides limited size runways and may or may not provide facilities 

such as aircraft parking areas, hangars, repair facilities, control towers, shelters and vehicle parking. 

Aircraft Landing Fields are classed according to their capacities and intended uses. See also Ultralight 

Flight Park.  

 

Airport: A Use directly involving the movement of aircraft and the processing of passengers in the 

terminal building, including but not limited to runways, taxiways, ramps, aprons, and aircraft parking 

areas; helicopter landing areas; air carrier terminal buildings; terminals; air traffic control towers and 

associated facilities; navigational, communications, and meteorological equipment; fuel storage and 

transmission facilities; aircraft hangars and repair facilities; fixed base operators facilities; air cargo 

facilities; aircraft service, repair, and maintenance facilities; clear zones and other buffer areas; airport 

administrative offices; and other airport facilities essential to the operation of airports for private and 
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public use. Facility for handling aircraft which does not have a public use landing field and a published 

instrument approach procedure shall be classified aircraft landing field, heliport, helistop, or ultralight 

flight park as defined herein.  

 

Aisle, Parking: Travel way by which cars enter and depart parking spaces.  

 

Alcoholic Beverage: Distilled spirit and any beverage containing one-half of one percent or more 

alcohol by volume. The percentage of alcohol by volume shall be determined in accordance with the 

provisions of section 561.01(4)(b), Florida Statutes.  

 

Alcove: An arched opening on a structure.  

 

Alley:  Access ways which are used primarily for vehicular service access to the back side of properties 

otherwise abutting on a street.  

 

Alteration of a Watercourse:  A dam, impoundment, channel relocation, change in channel alignment, 

channelization, or change in cross-sectional area of the channel or the channel capacity, or any other 

form of modification which may alter, impede, retard or change the direction and/or velocity of the 

riverine flow of water during conditions of the base flood.   

 

Amusement Park: A permanent facility with rides and other devices for entertainment.  

 

Amusement Service: See Recreation Service.  

 

Animal: A living organism other than plants, bacterium or humans. As used in this Code, animals are 

further defined/classified as follows:  

 

1. Exotic animal: All animals which are not farm animals or household animals as defined by this 

Code.  

 

2. Farm animal: Animals commonly associated with farm use including but not limited to 

domestic hoofed mammals and domestic fowl.  

 

3. Domestic fowl: Birds commonly raised for consumption, egg production or personal enjoyment 

which include but are not limited to chickens, ducks, turkeys and geese. Domestic fowl shall not 

include ostriches, emus and similar birds. 

 

4. Domestic hoofed mammal: Cattle, sheep, goats, horses, pigs, etc.  

 

5. Household animal: Animals which are customarily kept for personal use or enjoyment that are 

not exhibited to the public nor raised for commercial purposes. Household animals shall include 

domestic dogs, domestic cats, white mice, domestic rabbits, birds, fish, and other similar pets. 

However, in no case shall household animals include farm animals or exotic animals as defined 

by this Code.  

 

Animal Hospital: A structure and land used for the medical and surgical care of ill, injured, or 

disabled animals other than humans. Animals may be boarded at an animal hospital provided that no 

more than 50 percent of the animals which are boarded are not ill, injured, or disabled.  
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Antenna Support Structure: Any structure, or tower utilized exclusively to support an antenna or 

antennas for the purpose of transmission or reception of electromagnetic waves by federally licensed 

amateur radio operators.  

 

Apartment, Commercial: Generally, a dwelling unit that is located within the same commercial retail 

structure, service or office structure and meets the specified use provisions of this Code.  

 

Appeal: Request for a review of either the Chief Administrative Officer’s or Floodplain 

Administrator’s interpretation of any provision of this Code or a request for a variance or to make a 

request to a higher Court for rehearing or review of a decision made in a law case or legal matter, for a 

more favorable decision. 

 

Appliance: A machine or device used in performing household tasks.  

 

Appliance/Large: Large appliance including but are not limited to refrigerators, stoves, ovens, dish or 

clothes washers, and clothes dryers.  

 

Appliance/Small: A small appliance including but are not limited to mixers, toasters, vacuum cleaners, 

blenders, and can openers.  

 

Applicant: A person, partnership or corporation, or duly authorized representative who applies for 

review and/or approval of a development activity.  

 

Aquaculture: Land devoted to the hatching, raising and breeding of fish or other aquatic plants or 

animals for personal use or wholesale sale.  

 

Aquifer: A geologic sub-surface formation, group of formations, or part of a formation that contains 

sufficient saturated, permeable material to yield useful quantities of ground water to wells and springs.  

 

Aquarium: Tank, bowl, or other water-filled enclosure in which fish or other aquatic animals are kept.  

 

Arcade: A frontage wherein the facade is above a colonnade that overlaps the sidewalk while the 

sidewalk level remains at the frontage line.  

 

Archaeological Resource: An area which contains significant material remains of past human life or 

activities and which meets one or more of the criteria for Landmark designation.  

 

Architectural Finish: Material applied to the exterior of a building, excluding paint.  

 

Architectural Relief: Decorative finish that will provide a visual break in building facade. See 

Articulated.  

 

Area of Shallow Flooding: A designated AO or AH Zone on the community’s Flood Insurance Rate 

Map (FIRM) with base flood depths from one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not 

exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable and indeterminate, and where velocity flow may be 

evident. Such flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow.  

 

 



XI-7 

 

Area of Special Flood Hazard: The land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one 

percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. This term is synonymous with the phrase 

“special flood hazard area.” 

 

Art Gallery: Use of a structure or building for the display of sculptures, painting, photographs, or 

other artistic works for public viewing with only incidental sales.  

 

Arterial Roads/Streets:  Roads or streets designed or utilized primarily for high vehicular speeds for 

heavy volumes of traffic.  

 

Articulated: Refers to the architectural facade or massing design intended to create visual interest 

along facade walls or overall building massing. Example articulation may include cornice treatments, 

roof overhangs, textured materials, or projections/recesses in building massing.  

 

Arterial Highway: Any of those streets which are used primarily for fast moving heavy weight or high 

volume traffic to convey vehicular traffic from local streets to expressways and other collector streets. 

Arterials are classified by the city or other governmental agencies as either major or minor depending 

on the intermittency of traffic. The following roads in the city are classified for their entire length as 

arterial highways subject to the terms and provisions of this section:   

 

1. US 98; 

 

2. US 41; 

 

3. SR 50; and 

 

4. SR 50A. 

 

ASCE 24:  A standard titled Flood Resistant Design and Construction that is referenced by the Florida 

Building Code.  ASCE 24 is developed and published by the American Society of Civil Engineers, 

Reston, VA.  

 

Attached Sign:  Any sign affixed directly to or painted on or otherwise inscribed on an exterior wall of 

any building.  

 

Automatic Irrigation Controller: A device, capable of operating solenoid valves, to set days and 

lengths of time for proper application of water, in each irrigation zone.  

 

Automatic Teller: An automated facility through which certain banking functions such as deposits and 

withdrawals can be completed. For the purposes of this Code, when "automatic teller" is listed as a 

separate use, it refers to a freestanding facility not a part of a bank or branch bank building or structure.  

 

Automotive Repair: See Motor Vehicle Repair.  

 

Automobile: See Domestic Vehicles.  

 

Available Capacity Review:  A preliminary review conducted by the city to determine if an 

application for a rezoning or special exception is consistent with the comprehensive plan. Adequate 
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public facilities for potable water, sewage treatment, drainage, solid waste, parks and recreation 

facilities, public schools and transportation must be available in order to deem the request consistent 

with the city comprehensive plan. 

 

Available School Capacity: The circumstance where there is sufficient school capacity, based on 

adopted Level of Service (LOS) standards, to accommodate the demand created by a proposed 

development. 

 

Awning: A non-structural architectural element made of fabric, metal, fiberglass or plastic that projects 

from the wall of a building over a window, door, sidewalk or other area to provide protection against 

the sun, rain and wind.  

 

Back-to-Back Sign: A sign constructed on a single set of supports with messages visible on any side; 

provided, that double message boards are physically contiguous.   

 

Bakery: Use of a structure or building for the production of bakery products including but not limited 

to breads, cakes, pastries, and doughnuts. When identified in Code as a use under "Retail," the bakery 

products produced must be for the direct sale to the consumer with no wholesale production or sales. 

Wholesale bakeries, for the purpose of this Code, shall be considered manufacturing.  

 

Balloon Sign: An inflatable sign which may be tethered.  

 

Bank: A financial institution engaged in deposit banking and closely related functions, such as the 

extension of credit by means of loans and investments, and fiduciary activities.  
 

Banner, On-Site: Any sign of durable fabric or similar material mounted to or hung from a building, 

adequately secured on all four extreme corners and used in conjunction with a special event. National 

flags, state or municipal flags or the official flag of any institution or business shall not be considered a 

banner. An on-site banner shall be considered an attached sign.   

 

Banner, Special Event: Any sign of durable fabric or similar material, secured on all four extreme 

corners and used in conjunction with a specific event. National flags, state or municipal flags or the 

official flag of any institution or business shall not be considered a special event banner.  

 

Base Building Line: The line, established by this code, beyond which the building shall not extend, 

except as specifically provided by this Code. 

 

Base Flood:  A flood having a 1-percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.  The 

base flood is also referred to as the "100-year flood" or the “1-percent-annual chance flood.”  

 

Base Flood Elevation:  The elevation of the base flood, including wave height, relative to the National 

Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD), North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) or other datum specified 

on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).   

 

Basement: That portion of a building having its floor sub-grade (below ground level) on all sides. 
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Beaconlight: Any light with one or more beams directed into the atmosphere or directed at one or 

more points not on the same lot as the light source; also, any light with one or more beams that rotate or 

move.  

 

Best Available Technology: The best technology treatment techniques or other means promulgated by 

EPA and adopted by FDEP that is available and provides the maximum protection possible for the 

public health, safety, and welfare, and which minimizes to the greatest degree possible any adverse 

impacts to the quality of groundwater and surface water. In promulgating BAT the EPA examines the 

efficiency under field conditions and not solely under laboratory conditions, and takes cost into 

consideration in determining what technology or treatment is available.  

 

Best Management Practices: Practices that are technologically and economically practicable and most 

beneficial in preventing or reducing adverse impacts to the quality of groundwater. This includes 

acceptable methods for handling, use, transportation, and storage of a Regulated Substance. This 

includes identification of proper methods for handling, use, transportation, and storage, safety and 

accident prevention measures, data and records for Regulated Substances, and disposal in a proper 

manner required by law.  

 

Best Possible Technology: The most advanced technology which provides the maximum protection 

possible for the public health, safety, and welfare, and which minimizes to the greatest degree possible 

any adverse impacts to the quality of groundwater.  

 

Bicycle: Includes two, three or four wheeled non-motorized vehicles propelled by human power upon 

which a person may ride and shall exclude motorcycles, mopeds or similar two wheeled motorized 

vehicles.  

 

Billboard: Any outdoor advertising sign erected and maintained by an advertising business or service 

whose surface is sold, rented or leased for the display of advertising material. A billboard shall be 

considered a freestanding or detached sign.  

 

Boarding House: Building or group of buildings containing in combination three or more lodging 

units intended primarily for rental or lease for periods of longer than one week, with or without board. 

No personal care services shall be provided at this facility. 

 

Bond: Form of surety or guaranty agreement which contains the promise of a third party to complete or 

pay for the cost of completion of a construction contract, a subdivider's agreement or developer's 

agreement, if the construction contractor, subdivider or Applicant defaults, given to insure the City of 

Brooksville City Council that the promised improvements and construction will be completed as agreed 

to within a fixed period of time. The word "Bond" also includes letters of credit, escrow agreements 

and cashier's checks and may also function as a surety or guaranty of a warranty of required 

improvements for a fixed period of time.  

 

Bottle Club: A place of business where no alcoholic beverages are sold, but where patrons may keep 

or bring their alcoholic beverage for consumption on the premises. Non-alcoholic mixers or so-called 

"set-ups" may be provided by the club.  
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Breakaway Wall: A wall that is not part of the structural support of the building and is intended 

through its design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forces without causing 

damage to the elevated portion of the building or the supporting foundation system. 

 

Buffer: Horizontal distance from the property line which may only be occupied by screening, 

underground utilities, storm water ponds with slopes no steeper than 4:1 and landscaping materials, or 

by undisturbed or appropriately managed vegetation. Buffers and screening are used to reduce the 

impact of a use of land or adjacent uses which are of significantly different character, density, or 

intensity.  

 

Buildable Area: Portion of a lot remaining after required yards have been provided and any 

conservation or preservation areas, submerged lands, easements or rights-of-way have been subtracted 

from the lot area. Structures may be placed in any part of the buildable area, but limitations on the 

amount of the lot which may be covered by structures may require open space within the buildable 

area.  

 

Building: Any structure having a roof and designed or intended for the support, shelter, or enclosure or 

protection of persons, animals, or property.  

 

Building Area: That part of a piece of land occupied by a building and accessory buildings, including 

any area of land covered by breezeways, porte cocheres, outdoor covered patio areas at finished grade, 

carports, garages or other off-street parking structures.  The term "building area" shall not, however, 

include uncovered entrance platforms, terraces or steps. 

 

Building Frontage:  The side or wall of a building approximately parallel and nearest to a street.  

When on a corner, the frontage of a building shall be determined by the Chief Administrative Officer as 

determined by this Code.  

 

Building Height:  The vertical distance from grade to the highest finished roof surface in the case of 

flat roofs or to a point at the average height of the highest roof having a pitch.  Height of a building in 

stories does not include basements. 

 

Building Line:  A line drawn parallel to the front lot line and tangent to the nearest part of the principal 

building and extending from side lot line to side lot line. 

 

Building Official:  The officer or other designated authority charged with the administration and 

enforcement of the Florida Building Code, or a duly authorized representative.   

 

Building Permit: Any permit for the erection, placement, or construction of any building, structure, or 

related building system or building system component, or mobile home, or portion thereof, required by 

Article X of this Code that would require the continuing use of public facilities mandated to be 

concurrent with development by this Code.  

 

Building Sign: A sign displayed upon or attached to any part of the exterior of a building.  

 

Build-To Line: A building line within a development parcel, usually parallel to the property line, on 

which the facade must be placed.  
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Bungalow: A generic name for a number of dwelling unit types including cottages and small atrium 

houses that are intended to meet affordable housing needs. All such dwelling units are one bedroom 

dwelling units.  

 

Business School: An establishment offering to the public, for a consideration, instruction in 

administration, accounting, bookkeeping, computer use, typewriting and other skills for use in 

commercial or service activities.  

 

Business Service: An establishment offering primarily service to the business community and to 

individuals. Such services include but are not limited to advertising agencies, blueprinting and 

photocopying services, interior cleaning services, computer and data processing services, detective 

agencies and security services, insurance agencies, management consulting and public relations 

services, news syndicates, personnel services, photofinishing laboratories, photography, art and 

graphics services, financial services (other than banks), and real estate services.  

 

Bus Shelter: A roofed structure located on or adjacent to the right-of-way of a street, and which is 

designed and used primarily for the protection and convenience of bus passengers.  

 

Bus Stop: A designated area where local buses stop to load and unload passengers along bus routes.  

 

Bus Terminal: An area and building where buses stop to load and unload passengers and luggage or 

packages and the sale of bus tickets may occur. A bus terminal is not a bus stop.  

 

Camp: Land containing two or more campsites which are located, established or maintained for 

occupancy by people in temporary lodging units, such as camp tents, or cabins, for recreation, 

education or vacation purposes.  

 

Camper: A person occupying a camp.  

 

Camper, Auto or Truck: See Recreational Vehicle.  

 

Camping Trailer: See Recreational Vehicle.  

 

Campsite: Any plot of ground within a camp on which only cabins and camp tents are permitted.  

 

Campus: The grounds and buildings of a public or private college, university, school or institution.  

 

Canopy: A structural architectural element that is self-supporting or projects from the wall of a 

building over a window, door, sidewalk or other area to provide protection against the sun, rain and 

wind.  

 

Canopy Sign: A sign displayed upon or attached to the face of a canopy.  

 

Canopy Tree: See Shade Tree.  

 

Car Wash: An establishment engaged in the business of washing domestic vehicles with self serve, 

automated or staffed facilities. Car washes also include hand washing and/or detailing operations, 

whether such operations are the primary use of a parcel or incidental to a primary use.  
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Carnival/Circus: The temporary use of land offering entertainment such as thrill rides, games of 

chance and skill, accessory musical entertainment, educational exhibits, display of oddities and the like.  

 

Catering Service: An establishment primarily engaged in the provision and sale of prepared food and 

drinks to be served and consumed off the premises. Food catering services shall not be interpreted to 

include a permitted home occupation where the food product is sold and delivered exclusively by mail 

order. 

 

Cemetery/Human: Land used or intended to be used for the burial of the human dead and dedicated 

for cemetery purposes, including crematories, mausoleums, and mortuaries, if operated in connection 

with and within the boundaries of such cemetery.  

 

Cemetery/Pet: Land used or intended to be used for the burial of animals in individual burial plots or a 

mausoleum and dedicated for cemetery purposes.  

 

Central Business District: That district as delineated on the future land use map of the City's 

Comprehensive Plan as presently adopted or as hereinafter amended.  

 

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA): The document issued by the Historic Preservation Review 

Board, which gives its approval for work to be done on a designated Landmarked Historic or 

Archaeological Resource, a Landmark Site, or a site within an Historic District and which allows the 

applicant to apply for construction permits. The COA may contain conditions relating to the proposed 

work.  

 

Certificate of Concurrency:  The certificate issued by the City upon finding that an application for a 

development permit meets the standards set forth in the City Comprehensive Plan for public facilities 

and services.   

 

Certificate of Occupancy: The document issued by the appropriate authority under the provisions of 

this Code, certifying that the structure and site, including all improvements, complies with the 

provisions of applicable statutes, agreements, and regulations which authorizes the use of a structure or 

premises and is required prior to such use. 

 

Certificate of Use: The document issued by the appropriate authority under the provisions of the Code, 

certifying the use of the land and any structures upon the subject land are conforming to the zoning 

designation, according to the adopted City of Brooksville Zoning Map. 

 

Chartered Club: A social organization based on a written charter which demonstrates the 

organization`s basic laws or principles and composition. The club facilities are made available to 

members with their guests only.  

 

Child Care Center: Any establishment other than a Family Child Care Home as defined herein that 

provides, on a regular basis, supervision and care for children unrelated to the operator for a period of 

less than 24 hours a day and which receives a payment, fee or grant for any of the children receiving 

care, wherever operated, and whether or not operated for profit, except that the following are not 

included: public schools and non-public schools which are in compliance with the compulsory school 

attendance law, Chapter 232, Florida Statutes; summer camps having children in full-time residence; 
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summer day camps; and Bible schools normally conducted during vacation periods. The term includes 

kindergartens, nurseries, nursery schools, day care centers and day nurseries.  

 

Chronic nonmalignant pain: Pain unrelated to cancer or rheumatoid arthritis which persists beyond 

the usual course of the disease or the injury that is the cause of the pain or for more than ninety days 

after surgery. 

Church/Synagogue: Tax exempt buildings used for non-profit purposes by a recognized and legally 

established sect for purpose of worship, including buildings utilized for religious education, such as 

Bible study classes, when operated by such church/synagogue. Educational buildings which are utilized 

to provide a curriculum of elementary and secondary academic instruction, including kindergartens, 

elementary schools, junior high schools, and high schools, in compliance with the compulsory school 

attendance law, Chapter 232, Florida Statutes, constitute a "school" as regulated by this Code and 

separate permitting must be secured as prescribed for the use to be allowed.  

 

City: The City of Brooksville, Florida. 

 

City Clerk: The City Clerk as established by the Charter of the City of Brooksville, Florida. 

 

City Council: The City Council as established by the Charter of the City of Brooksville, Florida. 
 

Civic Building/Public Use: A civic building/public use is any public school, library, church, meeting 

hall, community center, or government office. 

 

Clearing: The removal of trees, shrubs and other vegetation from the existing ground surface. Clearing 

is usually undertaken where subsequent land alteration, construction or agricultural activities are to 

occur. 

 

Code Enforcement Officer: A designated employee authorized to act in such capacity as designated 

by the Chief Administrative Officer. 
 

Code Enforcement System: Includes the City of Brooksville administrative staff, the judicial system 

and all those individuals and agencies having a responsibility in assuring that the land development 

regulations and other City codes and ordinances function in an inviolate manner. 

 

Collector Street: Those streets which carry traffic from minor streets to the major system of arterial 

streets and highways, including the principal entrance streets of a residential development and streets 

for circulation within such development.   

 

College: A degree-granting establishment, accredited or qualified for accreditation by the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools, providing formal academic education and generally requiring for 

admission at least a high school diploma or equivalent academic training, including colleges, 

community colleges, universities, technical institutes, seminaries, and professional schools 

(architectural, dental, engineering, law, medical, etc.) Accessory uses under this definition include but 

are not limited to dormitories, subject to the requirements of Article IV of this Code, cafeterias, 

bookstores, libraries, classrooms, administrative offices, research facilities, sports arenas, and 

auditoriums. 
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Collocation (Wireless Communications Facility): A situation when a second or subsequent wireless 

provider uses an existing structure to locate a second or subsequent antennae. The term includes the 

ground, platform, or roof installation of equipment enclosures, cabinets, or buildings, and cables, 

brackets, and other equipment associated with the locations and operation of the antennae. 

 

Commercial District: A commercial district is any parcel zoned PR, P-1, C-1, C-2, C-4, CIS-1 and 

parcels in PDP districts designated for office and/or commercial uses.  

 

Commercial Vehicle: Any vehicle, whether motorized or not, utilized for commercial purposes, or 

designed by the manufacturer to be used primarily for commercial purposes, or altered or converted for 

the purpose of being so used, but not including vehicles having a capacity of one ton or less or meeting 

the definition of a domestic vehicle.  

 

Commission: The Planning and Zoning Commission, as provided for in Article VIII of this Code.   
 

Comprehensive Plan: The plan adopted by City Council pursuant to Florida Statutes.   

 

Communication Facility: The use of land, buildings or structures for uses such as but not limited to 

motion picture studios; radio and television receiving antenna and dishes; accessory, radio and 

television studios; radio and television transmitting and receiving facilities, and radiotelephone 

communication facilities.  

 

Communication Facility, Wireless: See also Radio/Television Transmitting or Receiving Facility.  

Any antenna used for the transmission or reception of wireless communication signals for 

radiotelephones or other similar personal or wireless communication devises, excluding those used for 

ham radio antennas, radio or television receiving antennas and dishes, and radio/television transmitting 

or receiving facilities. See also Radio/Television Transmitting or Receiving Facility. 

 

Community Residential Home: Any building, buildings, section of a building, or distinct part of a 

building, residence, private home, boarding-house, home for the aged or other place, whether operated 

for profit or not, which undertakes through its ownership or management to provide, for a period 

exceeding 24 hours, housing, food services, and one or more personal care services (as defined by this 

Code) to persons not related to the owner or operator by blood, marriage, or adoption and licensed, 

certified or approved by the State Agency for Health Care Administration. Such facilities shall contain 

congregate kitchen, dining and living areas, with separate sleeping rooms and may contain independent 

kitchens as long as three full meals are provided by the required congregate kitchen. Further, such 

facilities shall not be used for those persons in need of a structured environment, as it is defined herein. 

For purposes of this Code, Community Residential Homes shall not be deemed to include boarding 

houses; fraternities/sororities; monasteries; convents; hotels/motels; professional residential facilities; 

or nursing, convalescent and extended care facilities. "Placed", as used in reference to Community 

Residential Homes in this Code, shall mean the persons placed, supported or sponsored by, or the 

residents of a facility licensed by the State of Florida Agency for Health Care Administration.  

 

Community Residential Home A: A residence, dwelling or other place approved as a Community 

Residential Home which is limited to a maximum of six "placed" residents.  

 

Community Residential Home B: A residence, dwelling or other place approved as a Community 

residential home which is limited to a maximum of 14 "placed" residents.  
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Community Residential Home C: Any premise, approved as a Community Residential Home, for 

more than 14 "placed" residents.  

 

Compatibility: The characteristics of different uses or activities or design which allow them to be 

located near or adjacent to each other in harmony. Some elements affecting compatibility include the 

following: height, scale, mass and bulk of structures, pedestrian or vehicular traffic, circulation, access 

and parking impacts, landscaping, lighting, noise, odor and architecture. Compatibility does not mean 

"the same as". Rather, it refers to the sensitivity of development proposals in maintaining the character 

of existing development. 

 

Concurrency: A regulation specifying that before a development order can be issued, which public 

facilities must be provided to a proposed development or redevelopment commensurate with adopted 

levels of service, when these facilities will be provided, and who will pay for these public facilities in 

such manner that is consistent with the intent of the State's land use legislation, Part II, Chapter 163, 

Florida Statutes, Chapter 75-390, Laws of Florida, as amended and implementing regulations. 

 

Concurrency Management System:  The procedures and/or process that the local government will 

utilize to assure that development orders and permits are not issued unless the necessary facilities and 

services are available concurrent with the impacts of development.   

 

Concurrency Service Area (CSA): In the context of school concurrency shall refer to the geographic 

unit adopted by the City within which school concurrency is applied and determined, as referenced in 

Rule 9J-5.025, Florida Administrative Code. 

 

Conditional Use: A use which is essential or would promote the public health, safety or welfare in one 

or more districts, but which would require additional design standards to ensure compatibility with 

adjacent uses and the surrounding neighborhood. The additional standards supplement and are in 

addition to the standards and criteria otherwise required within this Code. Unless otherwise required 

herein, compliance with these supplemental standards shall be determined during development review 

and shall not require any additional procedural steps or review processes. 

 

Connection: For purposes of access management, any driveway, street, turnout, sidewalk or other 

means of providing for the movement of vehicles, pedestrians or bicycles to or from the public 

roadway system. 
 

Contiguous: Having a common edge or boundary; adjoining.  

 

Contiguous CSA: A public school concurrency service area (CSA) which is directly abutting another 

CSA boundary line. 

 

Continuing Care: See Life Care Treatment Facility.  

 

Continuous Sidewalk System: A continuous system of sidewalks uninterrupted by natural or man-

made barriers to pedestrian movement, by an arterial street or by any street consisting of more than two 

lanes of traffic including turn lanes.  

 

Contractor: The person, firm or corporation authorized by the owner or developer to undertake any 

construction, installation and/or maintenance activities defined in this Code. 
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Contractor's Office: An establishment engaged in the provision of construction activities including 

but not limited to plumbing, electrical work, building, paving, carpentry and other such contracting 

activities. This facility shall serve as the office and dispatch area only. All materials kept on site must 

be stored in completely enclosed buildings and no commercial vehicles may be parked on the site 

overnight unless specifically authorized in Article II of this Code.  

 

Convalescent Facility: See Nursing, Convalescent and Extended Care Facility.  

 

Convenience Store: A small retail store, 20,000 square feet or less, which sells convenience items as 

its primary sales. A convenience store may include the sale of gasoline and diesel fuel but such sales 

shall be accessory to the primary sale of convenience goods.  

 

Conventional Dwelling: See Dwelling, Conventional.  

 

Corner Lot: See Lot, Corner. 

 

Cornice: An exterior architectural feature on a structure crowning the walls at the roof line. 

 

Correctional Facility: A facility for the housing of persons convicted of or being held for a crime.  

 

Correctional Facility, Community: A facility designed to house persons convicted of a crime, or for 

the custody of persons arrested for a crime and awaiting adjudication. Such facilities shall include 

community correctional centers, probation and restitution center, vocational training centers and 

forestry camps (all as defined by the State of Florida Department of Corrections), or local government 

jails or detention centers.  

 

Correctional Facility, Major: A prison facility regulated by the State of Florida Department of 

Corrections designed for maximum security to house persons convicted of a crime.  

 

Covered Patio: A solid roofed structure attached to the primary structure which does not contain 

conditioned space, and which all sides not formed by the walls of the primary structure are at least 50 

percent opened or composed of screening or vinyl panel windows.  

 

Crematorium: An establishment for the burning of human remains or animal remains. For purposes of 

zoning regulation, this definition does not include publicly operated crematoriums which are classified 

as Public Service facilities.  

 

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED): Specialized site design accomplished 

through the creation, re-creation and effective use of the physical environment leading to the reduction 

in the incidence and fear of crime.  

 

Cross-Access: A vehicular and/or pedestrian connection between abutting properties which permits the 

exchange of trips between the two adjacent sites without the need to use the "public street system."  

 

Cul-de-Sac: A minor street with one ingress-egress and with a turning area at the closed end.  

 

Cultural Facility: Use of land, buildings, or structures to provide educational and informational 

services to the general public, including but not limited to art galleries, museums, and libraries.  
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Datum: A reference surface used to ensure that all elevation records are properly related. The current 

national datum is the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929, which is expressed in 

relation to mean sea level, or the North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988. 

 

DBH (Diameter at Breast Height): The standard measure of a single stemmed tree at four and one-

half feet above grade. When a tree has grown with one or more than one stem at four and one-half feet 

above grade, DBH shall be equal to the sum of the diameters of the individual stems measured at four 

and one-half feet above grade. 

 

Dead-end street:  See cul-de-sac.  

 

Decibel Weighted Sound Level (DBA): Unit for describing the amplitude of sound as measured in 

decibels on a sound level meter using the A-weighting network. 

 

Demolition: Any act that destroys, in whole or part, a landmark or potential landmark.  

 

Density: Number of dwelling units per square measure of land, usually in acreage or in number of feet, 

excluding temporary dwellings, accessory dwellings and in some cases commercial apartments as 

permitted by this Code.  

 

Dental Laboratory: See Medical Laboratory.  

 

Design Flood: The flood associated with the greater of the following two areas:  

 

1. Area with a floodplain subject to a 1-percent or greater chance of flooding in any year; or  

 

2. Area designated as a flood hazard area on the City of Brooksville’s flood hazard map, or 

otherwise legally designated.  

 

Design Flood Elevation:  The elevation of the “design flood,” including wave height, relative to the 

datum specified on the community’s legally designated flood hazard map.  In areas designated as Zone 

AO, the design flood elevation shall be the elevation of the highest existing grade of the building’s 

perimeter plus the depth number (in feet) specified on the flood hazard map.  In areas designated as 

Zone AO where the depth number is not specified on the map, the depth number shall be taken as being 

equal to two (2) feet.   

 

Developer: The owner or the owner's authorized agent undertaking any use or activity defined in this 

Code. 

 

Development:  Any  human-initiated change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not 

limited to, buildings, or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavating or 

drilling operations, tanks, temporary structures, temporary or permanent storage of equipment or 

materials, or any other land disturbing activities.      
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Development Activity: Any of the following activities: 

 

1. Construction, clearing, filling, excavating, grading, paving, dredging, mining, drilling or 

otherwise significantly disturbing the soil of a site. 

 

2. Building, installing, enlarging, replacing or substantially restoring a structure, impervious 

surface, or water management system, and including the long-term storage of materials. 

 

3. Subdividing land into two or more parcels 

 

4. Tree removal for which authorization is required under this Code. 

 

5. Erection of a permanent sign unless expressly exempted by Article X of this Code. 

 

6. Alteration of a historic property for which authorization is required under this Code. 

 

7. Changing the use of a site so that the need for parking is increased. 

 

8. Construction, elimination or alteration of a driveway onto a public street. 

 

9. Activities by a developer which creates a projected subsequent average daily traffic increase 

more than ten (10) average daily traffic counts (ADT) derived from the Institute of 

Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual, Third Edition (as amended). 

 

Development Order: Any order granting, denying or granting with conditions, an application for a 

Building Permit, zoning permit, subdivision approval, or any other official action of the City having the 

effect of permitting the development of land. 

 

Developer: The owner or the owner's authorized agent undertaking any use or activity defined in this 

Code. 

 

Development Permit: Any permit issued by the Chief Administrative Officer after a finding by the 

Chief Administrative Officer that the proposed development activity complies with all applicable 

provisions of the Code and other applicable City, State and Federal regulations. 

 

Dilapidated Sign: Any sign which is structurally unsound, has defective parts or is in need of painting 

or maintenance.  

 

Dimensional Variance: A departure from the terms of this ordinance pertaining to height, width, depth 

and area of structures and size of yards and open spaces, where such departure will not be contrary to 

the public interest, and where, owing to conditions peculiar to the property because of its size, shape or 

topography, and not as a result of the actions of the applicant, the literal enforcement of this ordinance 

would result in unnecessary and undue hardship. 

 

Direct Access: See Access, Direct.  

 

Direct Egress: An exit by which a pedestrian, motorist, or cyclist leaves a development and 

immediately accesses a public roadway.  
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Directional Sign: A sign located at the exit or entrance of a premises which directs vehicular or 

pedestrian traffic and parking on private property. .  

 

District Facilities Work Program or 5-Year Work Program: The financially feasible 5-year listing 

of capital outlay projects adopted by the School Board pursuant to s. 1013.35., Florida Statutes, as part 

of the district educational facilities plan, which is required in order to: (1) properly maintain the 

educational plant and ancillary facilities of the district; and (2) provide an adequate number of 

satisfactory student stations for the projected student enrollment of the district in K-12 programs in 

accordance with the goal in s. 1013.21, Florida Statutes.  Financial feasibility shall be determined using 

professionally accepted methodologies. 

 

Domestic Vehicle: Any vehicle, other than commercial vehicles, recreational vehicles and utility 

trailers as defined by this Code, licensed by any state of the United States or Mexico or Province or 

Territory of Canada, as a private vehicle for operation on streets and may include but not be limited to 

automobiles, private pickup trucks, and vans. 

 

Dormitory: A building used as group living quarters for a student body, religious order or other group 

as an associated use to a college, university, boarding school, orphanage, convent, monastery, farm 

labor camp, or other similar use. Dormitories also include accessory quarters for the temporary 

sequestering of human study subjects by pharmaceutical research facilities and other similar operations. 

Dormitories do not include kitchen or dining facilities except that a group kitchen, common dining 

facility or food service to serve all residents may be provided.  

 

Double-Faced Sign: A sign having two display surfaces which are parallel and back-to-back and not 

more than 48 inches apart. "Double-Faced Signs" include "v-shaped" signs which are not more than 

180 inches apart when measured at the widest point.  

 

Drainage: Surface water runoff; the removal of surface water or groundwater from land by drains, 

grading or other means which include runoff controls.  

 

DRI Application: Application for Development Approval of a Development of Regional Impact 

submitted pursuant to chapter 380, Florida Statutes.  

 

Drinking Establishment: An establishment where alcoholic beverages are obtainable within or 

thereon and where such beverages are consumed on the premises. If the facility also sells food, and the 

sale of food products represents more than 50 percent of the facility`s total sales, the facility shall be 

considered an Eating Establishment.  

 

Drip-Line: An imaginary, vertical line that extends downward from the outermost tips of the tree 

branches to the ground.  

Drive-In Theater: A facility designed for the outdoor projection of motion pictures onto a permanent 

screen to be viewed from the patron's automobile.  

 

Drive-In Window: A window or other opening in the wall of a principal or accessory building through 

which goods or services are provided directly to customers in motor vehicles by means that eliminate 

the need for such customers to exit their motor vehicles.  
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Driveway: As defined by the American Association of State Highways and Transportation Officials 

(AASHTO), a driveway is an access constructed partly within the public right-of-way, connecting the 

public roadway with adjacent property.  

 

Drought Tolerant Plants: Plants that, once established, survive on natural rainfall with occasional 

irrigation during dry periods.  

 

Drug Store: An establishment offering prescription and nonprescription drugs and medicines, 

prosthetic devices and medical and dental supplies at retail. 

 

Dry Cleaner: An establishment engaged in providing laundry, dyeing, and dry cleaning services to 

individual customers 

 

Dry Cleaner/General: An establishment engaged on a scale larger than a small dry cleaners and 

serving customers other than those served by a dry cleaning plant; or an establishment employing more 

than five persons.  

 

Dry Cleaner/Small: An establishment engaged on a small scale in providing laundry, dyeing and dry 

cleaning services to individual customers which employs not more than five persons.  

 

Dry Cleaning Plant: An establishment engaged in providing laundry, dyeing and dry cleaning services 

on a large scale for institutions, businesses or other such establishments.  

 

Dwelling/Conventional: A dwelling unit built in compliance with the Florida Building Code shall be 

considered conventional for the purposes of these regulations. See also Modular.  

 

Dwelling/Multiple Family: A structure containing three or more dwelling units attached to each other 

by walls, garages, carports, utility rooms, breezeways, etc. or conventional dwelling units, whether 

attached or detached from each other, which share a single deeded lot. Each dwelling unit of the 

multiple family structures may be located on one deeded lot or may be on separately deeded lots. 

Multi-family includes such structures as triplexes, quadraplexes, townhouses and apartments, as well as 

dormitories, congregate living facilities, life care treatment facilities and professional residential 

facilities.  

 

Dwelling/Single Family: A structure containing a single dwelling unit, detached from other dwelling 

units by horizontal or vertical space with no connection provided by walls, garages, carports, utility 

rooms, breezeways, etc., and located on a deeded lot with no other non-temporary dwelling units 

occupying the same lot.  

 

Dwelling/Two-Family (Duplex or Villa): A structure containing two single-family dwelling units 

attached to each other by walls, garages, carports, utility rooms, breezeways, etc., whether or not 

separated by firewalls, but not attached to any other dwelling units. Two-family dwellings may be 

located on one deeded lot or on two separately deeded lots, but no other non-temporary dwelling unit 

may occupy the same deeded lot or lots. Occupancy of the two dwellings by members of the same 

family or other related persons shall have no bearing on the applicability of this definition.  

 

Dwelling Unit: A room or groups of rooms forming a single independent habitable unit that is used for, 

intended to be used for, or may be used for, living, sleeping, sanitation, cooking, and eating purposes 



XI-21 

 

by one family only; for owner occupancy or for rental, lease, or other occupancy on a weekly or longer 

basis. A dwelling unit shall contain an individual kitchen, as defined herein, sanitary and sleeping 

facilities. Access from the sleeping areas in the dwelling unit to the living, sanitation, cooking, and 

eating areas must be internal to the dwelling unit. Any detached structure, or any portions of a structure 

that cannot be accessed internally from within the structure, which does not meet the facilities 

requirements for a dwelling unit as described herein may not be utilized for living or sleeping purposes, 

including guest visits, at any time.  

 

Easement: A grant of one or more of the property rights by the property owner to the public, a 

corporation, or another person or entity.  

 

Easement, Drainage: An easement required for the installation of storm water sewers or drainage 

ditches, or required for the preservation or maintenance of a natural stream or water course or other 

drainage facility.  

 

Eating Establishment/Walk-in/Drive-in: Eating establishment at which the customers receive the 

food and/or beverages at a counter, bar or drive-in window, but do not consume the products on the 

premises.  

 

Eating Establishment/Fast-Food: Eating establishment at which customers receive the food and/or 

beverages at a counter, bar, or from a drive-in window. The customer may or may not consume the 

food or beverage on site.  

 

Eating Establishment/Sit-down: Eating establishment at which food and/or beverages are served 1) 

by waitresses or waiters to patrons seated at booths or tables; or 2) cafeteria style.  

 

Egress: An exit by which a pedestrian, motorist, or cyclist leaves a development.  

 

Electric Substation: A facility in an electric power system comprised of transformers, circuit breakers, 

buses and related equipment through which electric energy is passed for transformation, switching 

and/or metering.  

 

Electrical and Electronic Repair/Large Item: An establishment engaged in the repair of electrically 

powered equipment or electronic equipment such as but not limited to large appliances, large 

computers, radio and television broadcasting equipment, and similar items.  

 

Electrical and Electronic Repair/Small Item: An establishment engaged in the repair of electrically 

powered equipment of electronic equipment such as but not limited to small appliances, televisions, 

radios, non-commercial stereo equipment, personal or mini computers, and similar equipment. As a 

general rule, if the item is too large to be hand carried by one or two people, it is not considered small 

equipment.  

Electrical Power Generating Facility: For purposes of these regulations, means any steam or solar 

electrical generating facility using any process or fuel and includes associated facilities and those 

directly associated transmission lines required to connect the electrical power plant to an existing 

transmission network or rights-of-way to which the applicant intends to connect, except that this term 

does not include any steam or solar electrical generating facility of less than 75 megawatts in capacity.  
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Electrical Sign:  means a self-illuminated sign or sign structure in which electric wiring, connections 

or fixtures are used as part of the sign proper.  

 

Electric Utility Transmission Easement: An easement pursuant to which the grantee has the right to 

maintain, construct, repair, operate, remove and replace electric utility transmission facilities, including 

but not limited to, lines of wires, cables, and any and all attendant structures on, over and through real 

property.  

 

Elevated Building: A non-basement building built to have the lowest floor elevated above the ground 

level by foundation walls, posts, piers, columns, pilings, or shear walls. 

 

Employee: A person who performs any service on the premises of a sexually oriented business on a 

full time, part time, contract basis, or independent basis, whether or not the person is denominated an 

employee, independent contractor, agent, or otherwise, and whether or not the said person is paid a 

salary, wage, or other compensation by the operator of said business. The term "employee" does not 

include a person exclusively on the premises for repair or maintenance of the premises or equipment on 

the premises, or for the delivery of goods to the premises, nor does the term "employee" include a 

person exclusively on the premises as a patron or customer.  Escort  means a person who, for 

consideration, agrees or offers to act as a companion, guide, or date for another person, or who agrees 

or offers to privately model lingerie or to privately perform a striptease for another person.   

 

Encroachment:  For floodplain management purposes, the placement of fill, excavation, buildings, 

permanent structures or other development into a flood hazard area which may impede or alter the flow 

capacity of riverine flood hazard areas.  

 

Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU):  The numerical value associated with the average household size 

of single-family dwelling units.   

 

Escort Agency: A person who furnishes, offers to furnish, or advertises to furnish escorts as one of its 

primary business purposes for a fee, tip, or other consideration.   

 

Establishment: For the purpose of sexually oriented business, establishment includes any of the 

following:   

 

1. The opening or commencement of any sexually oriented business as a new business; 

 

2. The conversion of an existing business, whether or not a sexually oriented business, to any 

sexually oriented business; 

 

3. The addition of any sexually oriented business to any other existing sexually oriented business; 

 

4. The relocation of any sexually oriented business; or 

5. A sexually oriented business or premises on which the sexually oriented business is located. 

 

Exercise Area: An area associated with a kennel or animal hospital which is enclosed by a masonry 

wall on at least three sides which may have an open roof and is designed to permit the supervised 

walking and exercise of up to five animals. 
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Existing Building:  For floodplain management purposes, any building and structure for which the 

start of construction commenced before May 17, 1982.  

 

Existing Construction: For the purposes of floodplain management, structures for which the start of 

construction commenced before May 17, 1982. This term may also be referred to as existing structures. 

 

Existing Manufactured/Mobile Home Park or Subdivision.  A manufactured/mobile home park or 

subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 

manufactured/mobile homes are to be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the 

construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before 

May 17, 1982. 

 

Existing Sign: Any sign that was erected, mounted or displayed prior to the adoption of this Code.  

 

Existing Structure:  See Existing Building. 

 

Expansion to an Existing Manufactured/Mobile Home Park or Subdivision:  The preparation of 

additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured/mobile 

homes are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either 

final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 

 

Expression Line: An exterior architectural feature on a structure defining the transition between the 

first floor and upper facade. 

 

Extended Care Facility: See Nursing, Convalescent and Extended Care Facility.  

 

Exterminator: An establishment engaged in the service of killing insects, mice, rats or other nuisance 

animals.  

 

Facade: That portion of any exterior elevation of a building extending from finished grade to the top of 

the parapet, wall or eaves and the entire width of the building elevation.  

 

Family: Any number of people related by blood, marriage or adoption or not more than five unrelated 

persons living together as a single housekeeping unit, using a single facility in a dwelling unit for 

culinary purposes. The term "family" shall not be construed to include a fraternity or sorority, club, 

rooming house, institutional group or the like.  

 

Family, Immediate: Immediate family is defined as persons related by blood or marriage such as 

parents, spouses, siblings, and children.  

 

Family Child Care Home: A family child care provider occupied home which regularly provides care 

for children not related to the caregiver in exchange for a payment, fee or grant, whether operated for a 

profit or not. The home shall provide care for one of the following groups of children: 1) a maximum of 

eight children from birth to 24 months of age; or 2) a maximum of 12 children under 13 years of age, 

provided no more than four are under 24 months of age. These groups shall include all children under 

13 years of age who are related to the caregiver and provided care in the home. Family child care 

homes are permitted without special zoning approval or review, subject to child care licensing 

requirements.  
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Family Support Services: Non-profit establishments engaged in providing one or more of a variety of 

individual and family social, counseling, welfare or referral services, including refugee, disaster and 

temporary relief services. Such establishments may also provide respite care for adoptive/foster 

children as well as training, tutoring, mentoring, resource information, administrative aid, fund raising 

and clothing assistance services. Family support services do not include community residential homes 

or professional residential treatment facilities as defined in this Code. Government offices engaged in 

the delivery of social services are classified as Public Use Facilities. 

 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA):  The federal agency that, in addition to carrying 

out other functions, administers the National Flood Insurance Program. 

 

Final Plat: The final map, drawing or chart on which the subdivider's plan of subdivision is presented 

to the commission for approval, and which, if approved, will be submitted to the county clerk for 

recording.   

 

Financial Institutions (Other Than a Bank): Establishments engaging in extending credit in the form 

of loans; in underwriting, purchase sale or brokerage of securities and other financial contracts; in 

exchanges, exchange clearinghouses, and other services allied with the exchange of securities and 

commodities; but not engaged in deposit banking.  

 

Finding of Available School Capacity: A determination by the school district that public school 

concurrency has been achieved, based on the projected impacts of the proposed development. A finding 

of available school capacity may be based on an executed proportionate share mitigation agreement. 

 

Finding of No Available School Capacity: A determination by the school district that public school 

concurrency has not been achieved, based on the projected impacts of the proposed development and 

the failure of the applicant to proffer an acceptable proportionate share mitigation agreement. 

 

FISH Capacity: FISH capacity is used in the context of school concurrency and shall refer to the 

Florida Inventory of School Houses (“FISH”) report of permanent capacity of existing public school 

facilities.  The FISH Capacity is the number of students that may be housed in a facility (public school) 

at any given time based upon a percentage by school type (i.e. elementary, middle, and high) of the 

total number of existing student stations and a designated size for each program.  In the City of 

Brooksville and Hernando County, permanent capacity does not include temporary classrooms unless 

they meet the standards for long-term use pursuant to s. 1013.20, Florida Statutes. 

 

Firing Range, Outdoor: An outdoor facility designed for the firing of arms at targets.  

 

Firing Range, Small Arms: A facility designed to permit the firing of small arms at stationery targets.  

 

Flag: A fabric or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns or symbols used as a symbol of a 

government, political subdivision or other entity.   

 

Flashing Sign: A sign designed to attract attention through the use of a flashing, changing, revolving 

or flickering light source, or a change of light intensity.   
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Flood or Flooding:  A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally 

dry land areas from: 

 

1. The overflow of inland or tidal waters. 

 

2. The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.  

 

Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM): The official map of the community on which the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has delineated the areas of special flood hazard and 

regulatory floodways. 

 

Flood Damage-resistant Materials:  Any construction material capable of withstanding direct and 

prolonged contact with floodwaters without sustaining any damage that requires more than cosmetic 

repair.   

Flood Hazard Area:  The greater of the following two areas:   

 

1. The area within a floodplain subject to a 1-percent or greater chance of flooding in any year. 

 

2. The area designated as a flood hazard area on the community’s flood hazard map, or otherwise 

legally designated. 

 

Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM): An official map of the community, issued by FEMA, where 

the boundaries of the areas of special flood hazard have been identified as only Approximate Zone A. 

 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM):  The official map of the community on which the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has delineated both special flood hazard areas and the risk 

premium zones applicable to the community.   

 

Flood Insurance Study (FIS):  The official report provided by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) that contains the Flood Insurance Rate Map, the Flood Boundary and Floodway Map 

(if applicable), water surface elevations, of the base flood and supporting technical data.  

 

Floodplain: Any land area susceptible to being inundated by water from any source (see definition of 

“flooding”). 

 

Floodplain Administrator:  The office or position designated and charged with the  administration and  

enforcement of the floodplain management regulations contained in this Code. 

 

Floodplain Development Approval:  An official document or certificate issued by the  City of 

Brooksville, or other evidence of approval or concurrence, which authorizes performance of specific 

development activities that are located in flood hazard areas and that are determined to be compliant 

with this  Code.   

 

Floodplain Management: The operation of an overall program of corrective and preventive measures 

for reducing flood damage and preserving and enhancing, where possible, natural resources in the 

floodplain, including but not limited to emergency preparedness plans, flood control works, floodplain 

management regulations, and open space plans. 
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Floodplain Management Regulations: Articles within this Code, building codes, health regulations, 

and other applications of police power which control development in flood-prone areas.  This term 

describes Federal, State or local regulations in any combination thereof, which provide standards for 

preventing and reducing flood loss and damage. 

 

Flood-proofing: Any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or adjustments 

to structures, which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real property, water 

and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents. 

 

Floodway: The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be 

reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface 

elevation more than one (1) foot. 

 

Floodway Encroachment Analysis:  An engineering analysis of the impact that a proposed 

encroachment into a floodway is expected to have on the floodway boundaries and base flood 

elevations; the evaluation shall be prepared by a qualified Florida-licensed engineer using standard 

engineering methods and models.   

 

Floodway Fringe: That area of the floodplain on either side of the regulatory floodway where 

encroachment may be permitted without additional hydraulic and/or hydrologic analysis. 

 

Floor Area: The sum of enclosed areas on all floors of a building or buildings measured from the 

outside faces of the exterior walls, including halls, lobbies, arcades, stairways, elevator shafts, and 

lofts, and any below-grade floor area used for access and storage. Not countable as floor area are 

covered parking structures, open terraces, patios, atriums, balconies, covered patios, entry ways, and 

breezeways. 

 

Florida Building Code:  The family of codes adopted by the Florida Building Commission, including:  

Florida Building Code, Building; Florida Building Code, Residential; Florida Building Code, Existing 

Building; Florida Building Code, Mechanical; Florida Building Code, Plumbing; Florida Building 

Code, Fuel Gas; and the National Electrical Code.   

 

Fraternity or Sorority House: A dwelling or combination of dwellings on a single lot occupied by and 

maintained exclusively for college students who are affiliated with a social, honorary, or professional 

organization recognized by the college or university. 

 

Freeboard: The additional height, usually expressed as a factor of safety in feet, above a flood level 

for purposes of floodplain management. Freeboard tends to compensate for many unknown factors 

such as wave action, bridge openings and hydrological effect of urbanization of the watershed that 

could contribute to flood heights greater than the height calculated for a selected frequency flood and 

floodway conditions.  

 

Freestanding or Detached Sign: A sign supported by a structure secured in the ground and which is 

wholly independent of any building, fence, vehicle or other object. By definition, freestanding or 

detached signs include all signs defined herein which are supported by a structure in the ground.  

 

Front Yard: See Yard, Front.  
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Frontage: The length of the property line for a single parcel which runs parallel to and along each 

public right-of-way (exclusive of alleys) it borders.  

 

Frontage Road Link: A length of frontage road approximating an optimum design distance of 1,320 

linear foot. In cases where existing streets intersect the frontage road area, the link may be significantly 

less than 1,320 linear feet.   
 

Frontage Road Segment: A length of frontage road running approximately parallel to the right-of-way 

of the arterial highway from property line to property line of any given property owner along the 

arterial highway. A frontage road segment may or may not constitute a link.   
 

Full-Cutoff Light Fixture: A light fixture designed such that no light is projected at or above a 90-

degree plane running through the lowest point on the fixture where the light is emitted and less than ten 

percent of the rated lumens are projected between 90-degrees and 80-degrees.  

 

Fully Shielded: Outdoor light fixtures shielded or constructed such that light rays emitted by the 

fixtures are projected only below a horizontal plane passing through the lowest point of the fixture.  

 

Functionally Dependent Use:  For floodplain management purposes, a use which cannot perform its 

intended purpose unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water,  including only docking 

facilities or port facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, and 

ship-building and ship repair facilities. The term does not include long-term storage or related 

manufacturing facilities. 

 

Gas Station: An establishment where gasoline and/or diesel fuel is supplied and dispensed at retail and 

where no servicing or repair of vehicles is permitted. Convenience goods may be sold at such facilities 

but the sales shall be accessory to the sale of gasoline or diesel fuel. 

 

Governing Body: The City Council for the City of Brooksville, Florida.   

 

Government Uses and Structures: Any land, building, structure, use or activity that is owned and 

operated by the city, county, state or federal government or legally empowered special governmental 

district and is necessary to the conduct of government, the furnishing of public services or of an 

institutional character and over which such governments exercise direct and complete control.   

 

Green Roof: A contained green space (also known as an eco-roof, living or vegetated roof) planted 

over a synthetic waterproofed membrane created by adding layers of growing medium and plants on 

top of a traditional roofing system which also includes a layer for drainage. The green space on the roof 

may partially or completely cover the traditional roofing system. There are two types of green roofs: 

extensive and intensive. Extensive green roofs generally have a soil depth of less than 6 inches, require 

little maintenance, and are lightweight. Intensive green roofs typically have a soil depth of more than 6 

inches, require more frequent maintenance, and are heavier than extensive green roofs. In order to be 

classified as an intensive green roof for open space credit, the green roof must have a minimum soil 

depth of 6 inches. 

 

Ground Sign: A sign that is supported by one or more columns, upright poles, or braces extended from 

the ground or from an object on the ground, or that is erected on the ground, where no part of the sign 

is attached to any part of a building. 
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Hazardous: Those structures, uses, materials or premises that constitute a fire, explosion or safety 

hazard or emit any atmosphere or environmental pollutant, radioactive emissions, smoke or heat, glare, 

dust, dirt, odor, noise or vibrations which may be heard or felt off the premises.  

 

Hazardous Waste: A material identified by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection as a 

hazardous waste. This may include but is not limited to a substance defined by the Environmental 

Protection Agency based on the 1976 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, as amended, as:  

 

1. Being ignitable, corrosive, toxic, or reactive 

 

2. Fatal to humans in low doses or dangerous to animals based on studies in the absence of human 

data; 

 

3. Listed in Appendix 8 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act as being toxic and 

potentially hazardous to the environment. 

 

Hazardous Waste Transfer Facility: An establishment engaged in the short-term storage, less than 90 

days, of hazardous waste.  

 

Health Practitioner's Office: An establishment offering diagnostic and routine health care on an 

outpatient basis by licensed practitioners such as but not limited to physicians, dentists and 

chiropractors.  

 

Health Services: The use of land, buildings and structures for uses such as but not limited to health 

practitioners, animal hospital or veterinarian clinic, hospitals, medical and dental laboratories, nursing, 

convalescent and extended care facilities, rehabilitation centers and sanitarium/mental institutions.  

 

Heavy Industrial Uses: Heavy industrial uses are those uses which are hazardous although the 

maximum public and private safety precautions have been taken and the most stringent performance 

standards have been met. Uses that may be considered Heavy Industrial include, but are not limited to, 

air curtain incinerators, asphalt plants, concrete batch plants, fabrication facilities (involving open air 

grit blasting or open air painting), phosphate/nitrate fertilizer manufacturing (except phosphogypsum 

stack systems); fiberglass products manufacturing facilities, explosive storage and or manufacturing 

facilities, biohazardous waste incinerators, pesticide formulation facilities, scrap yard/shredding 

facilities, soil remediation facilities, bulk solvent chemical storage and or processing facilities, major 

coating facilities, paint/ink manufacturing facilities, secondary metals recovery or manufacturing 

facilities, chrome plating facilities, asbestos products fabricators or manufacturers and livestock 

importing/exporting facilities. 

 

Height: The vertical distance measured from the lowest proposed finished grade of the structure 

vertically beneath the highest point of the structure. Elevated structures within the designated Special 

Flood Hazard Area will have the vertical elevation measured from the Base Flood Elevation to the 

highest point of the structure. Finished grade shall be determined using all applicable regulations of the 

County, State and Federal governments.  

 

Highest Adjacent Grade: The highest natural elevation of the ground surface, prior to the start of 

construction, next to the proposed walls or foundation of a structure. 
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Historic District: An area of architectural, historical, cultural or archaeological significance to the City 

of Brooksville, Hernando County, the State of Florida or the nation which meets the criteria for 

Landmark designation.  

 

Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB): The HPRB of the City of Brooksville is an appointed 

Board, created by the City Council, for the purpose of protecting the historic and pre-historic resources 

of the City of Brooksville.  

 

Historic Resource: Any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, object, or other real or personal 

property of historical, architectural, or archaeological value. These properties or resources may include, 

but are not limited to, monuments, memorials, Native American habitations, ceremonial sites, 

abandoned settlements, engineering works, architectural interiors, artifacts, or other objects with 

intrinsic historical or archaeological value, or any part thereof, relating to the history, government, and 

culture of the City or County.  

 

Historic Resources Inventory: A listing of Landmarks and Historic and Archaeological Resources 

within the City of Brooksville identified through a Historic Resources Survey, Cultural Resources 

Assessment Survey, or a similar survey following the guidelines established by the Florida Division of 

Historical Resources.  

 

Historical Site: Any place, building, or district of historical, architectural or archaeological 

significance or value which has been officially listed in the National Register of Historic Places 

(NRHP); determined eligible or potentially eligible for listing in the NRHP by the Florida Division of 

Historical Resources; designated as a Landmark or listed in the Historic Resources Inventory by the 

City; or recommended for preservation or more work needed before a determination of significance can 

be made as per the Florida Division of Historical Resources. 

 

Historic Structure:  For floodplain management purposes, an historic structure is any structure that is 

determined eligible for the exception to the flood hazard area requirements of the Florida Building 

Code, Existing Building, Chapter 11, Historic Buildings. 

 

Home-Based Business: Any activity conducted by a resident within a dwelling unit which results in a 

product or service for financial gain. A home-based business is an accessory use to the primary 

residential use of the parcel. 

 

Hospital: An establishment that offers medical care more intensive than personal care services and 

offers facilities and beds for use beyond 24 hours for individuals requiring diagnosis, treatment or cure 

for mental and physical illness, injury, deformity, infirmity, abnormality, disease, or pregnancy and 

which regularly makes available at least clinical laboratory services, diagnostic x-ray services, and 

treatment facilities for surgery or obstetrical care, or other definitive medical treatment of similar 

extent. The term hospital shall include the buildings themselves and any accessory uses such as hospital 

maintenance and storage facilities, helistops for hospital emergency services, parking and emergency 

facilities, related teaching and training activities, accessory indoor auditoriums/conference rooms, 

accessory indoor minor retail, miscellaneous service, and personal service uses, and incidental 

publishing and printing of hospital related information. Hospitals do not include Congregate Living 

Facilities; Nursing, Convalescent, and Extended Care Facilities; or Professional Residential Facilities.  
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Hotel/Motel: A building or group of buildings containing lodging units intended primarily for rental or 

lease to transients by the day or week, and providing additional services such as restaurants, meeting 

rooms and recreation facilities.  

 

Illegal Sign: A sign not lawfully erected in violation of Hillsborough County ordinances or regulations.  

 

Illuminated Sign: A sign which contains a source of light or which is designed or arranged to reflect 

light from an artificial source including indirect lighting, neon, incandescent lights, backlighted and 

reflectorized signs which depend upon automobile headlights for an image.  

 

Impervious Surface: A portion of land covered by buildings and/or a surface which has been 

compacted or covered with a layer of material so that it is highly resistant to infiltration by water.  

 

Industrial District: An industrial district is any parcel zoned I-1 or I-2 and any portion of a PDP 

district designated for industrial land uses pursuant to this Code 

 

Ingress: An entrance by which a pedestrian, motorist, or cyclist enters a development 

 

Intensity: A measure of the degree to which land is developed based on density, use, mass, size, impact 

and traffic generation often expressed in terms of floor area ratio. 

 

Interior Lot: See Lot, Interior. 

 

Junk: Old, dilapidated, scrap or abandoned materials that would not be considered to be economical to 

recycle, such as building materials, equipment, glass, appliances, furniture, parts of motor vehicles, etc.  

 

Junkyard: Land used for the storage, keeping, handling, or display of junk.  

 

Kennel: A commercial establishment for the boarding, holding, care or breeding of dogs and/or cats 

for compensation. Also, a non-profit establishment for the rescue, rehabilitation and adoption of dogs 

and/or cats.  

 

Kitchen/Commercial: A facility used for the preparation of food which is sold to the public and that is 

subject to State and Local Health Department inspections. 

 

Land Area: The total land area within the property lines of a parcel or tract of land. 

 

Landmark: A resource of architectural, archaeological or historic significance to the City of 

Brooksville which meets one or more of the criteria for Landmark designation. Landmarks may 

include, but are not limited to, an historical site which was the location of a significant historical event, 

monuments, memorials, Native American habitations, ceremonial sites, abandoned settlements, sunken 

or abandoned ships, engineering works, treasure trove, artifacts, or other objects with intrinsic 

historical or archaeological value, or any part thereof, relating to history, government, and culture. 

References to Landmarks shall include any or all designated Landmarked Historic or Archaeological 

Resources, Landmark Sites, and Historic Districts. 

  

Landmark Site: The land on which a Landmark and its associated structures, grounds, premises and 

setting are located. A Landmark Site shall only be designated in conjunction with the designation of a 
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Landmark and shall be identified through its legal description. A Landmark Site may include part of 

one or more parcels.  

 

Landscaping: The use of any portion of existing vegetation, the planting of vegetation or the 

placement of other landscaping material in conjunction with new development and as required by 

Article IV of this Code.  

 

Landscaping Contractor's Nursery: Land predominately devoted to the reproduction, growth and/or 

significant increase in value of plants, sod, trees and shrubs by a landscaping contractor, but also 

utilized for the storing and maintenance of vehicles, equipment and materials employed by the 

contractor in the off-site installation of the vegetation and maintenance.  

 

Lawn Care and Landscaping Service: Establishments engaged in performing a variety of lawn and 

landscaping services such as but not limited to lawn fertilizing, mowing, spraying and planting, and the 

planting and maintenance of landscaping. 

 

Letter of Map Change (LOMC):  An official determination issued by FEMA that amends or revises 

an effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study.  Letters of Map Change include: 

 

1. Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA):  An amendment based on technical data showing that a 

property was incorrectly included in a designated special flood hazard area.  A LOMA amends 

the current effective Flood Insurance Rate Map and establishes that a specific property, portion 

of a property, or structure is not located in a special flood hazard area. 

 

2. Letter of Map Revision (LOMR):  A revision based on technical data that may show changes to 

flood zones, flood elevations, special flood hazard area boundaries and floodway delineations, 

and other planimetric features.   

 

3. Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F):  A determination that a structure or parcel of 

land has been elevated by fill above the base flood elevation and is, therefore, no longer located 

within the special flood hazard area.  In order to qualify for this determination, the fill must 

have been permitted and placed in accordance with the community’s floodplain management 

regulations. 

 

4. Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR):  A formal review and comment as to whether a 

proposed flood protection project or other project complies with the minimum NFIP 

requirements for such projects with respect to delineation of special flood hazard areas.  A 

CLOMR does not revise the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study; 

upon submission and approval of certified as-built documentation, a Letter of Map Revision 

may be issued by FEMA to revise the effective FIRM. 

 

Library: A building in which literary, musical, artistic or reference materials are kept for use but not 

generally for sale.  

 

Licensed Day Care Center: A facility licensed by the State of Florida, whether situated within the city 

or not, that provides care, training, education, custody, treatment or supervision for more than 12 
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children under 14 years of age, where such children are not related by blood, marriage or adoption to 

the owner or operator of the facility, for less than 24-hours-a-day, regardless of whether or not the 

facility is operated for a profit or charges for the services it offers.   

 

Licensee: A person in whose name a license has been issued, as well as the individual listed as an 

applicant on the application for a license.   

 

Life Care Treatment Facility: A facility which provides one or more levels of personal care services 

to residents but which provides an independent or semi-independent lifestyle to its residents and which 

is not licensed as an Adult Congregate Living Facility or Community Residential Home by the Florida 

Agency for Health Care Administration. A life care treatment facility may be built in combination with 

a congregate living facility or a nursing convalescent and extended care facility.  

 

Liquor: All spirituous beverages created by distillation and by mixture of distilled beverages by what 

is commonly termed "blending".  

 

Liquor Store: An establishment engaged in the retail sale of packaged alcoholic beverages for 

consumption off-premises.  

 

Loading, Off-Street: Space location outside of any street right-of-way or easement and designed to 

accommodate the temporary parking of vehicles used for bulk pickups and deliveries. 

 

Local Planning Agency: The City Council or those individuals appointed by the City Council to serve 

as such.  

 

Locksmith: An establishment engaged in the repair of locks, the making of keys, and the provision of 

the service of opening damaged or jammed locks upon request by the lock's owner. 

 

Lot: A designated parcel or tract of land, identified by a legal description, established by plat, 

subdivision, or as otherwise permitted by law, to be used, developed or built upon as a unit, or used for 

the purpose of property division. 
 

Lot/Corner: A lot located at the intersection of two or more streets.  

 

Lot/Interior: A lot other than a corner lot, and abutting one street. Alleys shall not be considered as 

streets (See Fig 6.1).  

 

Lot/Through: A lot other than a corner lot and with frontage on more than one street (See Fig. 6.1).  

 

Lot Coverage: That portion of the area of a lot, expressed as a percentage, occupied by all buildings or 

structures which include but are not limited to arcades, stairways, elevator shafts, and balconies that are 

roofed and that extend more than three feet above ground level. Terraces, patios, atriums, balconies, 

breezeways, covered patios, entryways, and any accessory structure are not included in the lot 

coverage.  

 

Lot Line: A line that marks the boundary of a lot.  

 

Lot Line/Interior: Any lot line that is not a street lot line; a lot line separating a lot from another lot.  
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Lot Line/Street: Any lot line separating a lot from a street right-of-way or general access easement. 

Where a lot line is located within such street right-of-way or easement, the right-of-way or easement 

boundary adjacent to the lot shall be considered the street lot line.  

 

Lot of Record: A lot which is part of a subdivision, the plat of which has been recorded in the office of 

the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Hernando County, or any parcel of land, whether or not part of a 

subdivision, that has been officially recorded by a deed in the office of the Clerk, provided such lot was 

of a size which met the minimum dimensions for lots in the district in which it was located at the time 

of recording or was recorded prior to the effective date of zoning in the area where the lot is located 

and met the requirements of the subdivision regulations in effect at the time of the recording.  

 

Lot Width: The horizontal distance measured along a straight line connecting the points where the rear 

of the required yard line meets the interior lot lines or, if on a corner, the other rear of the required front 

yard.  
 

Lowest Adjacent Grade: The lowest elevation, after the completion of construction, of the ground, 

sidewalk, patio, deck support, or basement entryway immediately next to the structure. 

 

Lowest Floor:  The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area of a building or structure, including 

basement, but excluding any unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure, used solely for vehicle parking, 

building access or limited storage, provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure 

in violation of the Florida Building Code or ASCE 24.   

 

Mail Order Office: An establishment which engages in the taking of requests for mail order or catalog 

merchandise by telephone. An establishment where orders are picked up or taken in person are not 

considered mail order offices.  

 

Mail Order Pickup Facility: An establishment which engages in the taking of requests in person or 

the on-premises delivery of mail order or catalog merchandise.  

 

Major Collector Roads/Streets:  Roads or streets which carry, or will carry, medium volumes of 

traffic primarily from minor collector roads to arterial roads.  

 

Mansard Sign: Any sign attached to or erected against a mansard roof of a building, with the face 

horizontally parallel to the building wall. Since such sign is to be mounted parallel to and within the 

limitations of the building wall on which the same is to be mounted, the same is deemed to be a wall 

sign and not a roof sign.  

 

Manufactured/Mobile Home: A structure, excluding Park Model/Park Trailer and Recreational 

Vehicle as defined by this Code, transportable in one (1) or more sections, which is eight body feet (8') 

or more in width, greater than four-hundred (400) square feet and which is built on an integral chassis 

and designed to be used as a dwelling when connected to the required utilities and includes the 

plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical systems contained therein. 

 

Manufactured/Mobile Home Park: A premises or tract of land prepared and approved according to 

the procedures and requirements of this Code to accommodate mobile homes.  
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Manufactured/Mobile Home Park or Subdivision:  For floodplain management purposes, a parcel 

(or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two or more manufactured/mobile home lots for rent or 

sale.   

 

Manufactured/Modular Building: A structure manufactured in manufacturing facilities for 

installation or erection as a finished building or as part of a finished building on the building site. This 

shall include, but not be limited to, residential, commercial, institutional, storage and industrial 

structures. The building must bear an insignia of approval from the Florida Department of Community 

Affairs.  

 

Manufacturing, Heavy: All manufacturing, processing, and assembly uses which correspond with the 

definition of Heavy Industrial in this Code.  

 

Manufacturing, Processing and Assembling: The mechanical or chemical transformation of 

materials or substances into new products. The land uses engaged in these activities are usually 

described as plants, factories, or mills and characteristically use power driven machines and materials 

handling equipment. Establishments engaged in assembling component parts of manufactured products 

are also considered under this definition if the new product is neither a fixed structure nor other fixed 

improvement. Also included is the blending of materials such as lubricating oils, plastics resins or 

liquors.  

 

Marginal-access Streets:  Minor streets which are parallel to and adjacent to arterial streets and 

highways; and which provide access to abutting properties and protection from through traffic.   

 

Market Value: The price at which a property will change hands between a willing buyer and a willing 

seller, neither party being under compulsion to buy or sell and both having reasonable knowledge of 

relevant facts.  As used in this Code, the term refers to the market value of buildings and structures, 

excluding the land and other improvements on the parcel.  Market value may be established by a 

qualified independent appraiser, Actual Cash Value (replacement cost depreciated for age and quality of 

construction), or tax assessment value adjusted to approximate market value by a factor provided by the 

Property Appraiser.  

 

Marquee: A permanent roof-like shelter extending from part or all of the building face usually over a 

public right-of-way and constructed of some durable material such as metal, glass or plastic.  

 

Masonry: Composed of stone, brick, concrete, gypsum, hollow clay tile, concrete block, interlocking 

steel and styrofoam panels encapsulated in stucco, or other similar building materials.  

 

May: A permissive condition; where the word "may" is used, the requirement, standard or condition is 

optional.  

 

Mean Sea Level (MSL): The average height of the sea for all stages of the tide.  It is used as a 

reference for establishing various elevations within the floodplain.  For purposes of this chapter, the 

term is synonymous with National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929, or North American 

Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988. 

 

Medical Laboratory: An establishment engaged in the testing and analysis of material for medical or 

dental services or for the patient on prescription of a health practitioner.  
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Membership Organization: A membership establishment operated by a corporation or association of 

persons for activities which include but are not limited to business, professional, social, literary, 

political, educational, fraternal, charitable or labor activities, but which are not operated for profit or to 

render a service which is customarily conducted as a business.  

 

Mental Health Care Facility: See Hospital.  

 

Minor Collector Roads/Streets:  Roads or streets which carry, or will carry, medium volumes of 

traffic primarily from minor streets to major collector streets.   

 

Minor Industry: A non-intensive, relatively small-scale, light manufacturing operation in which the 

final product is crafted predominately from previously prepared materials. The operation may involve 

minor processing, assembly, treatment, packaging, incidental storage, sales and distribution of 

products, but excludes basic industrial processing. Examples are cigar-making; small unit products 

such as electronic equipment and fishing tackle and smoking pipe manufacture; and forms of 

craftsmanship, such as cabinet-making which does not include milling. 

 

Minor (Local) Roads/Streets:  Roads or streets which are used or will be used for access to abutting 

properties and which carry, or will carry, limited volumes of traffic.   

 

Minor Work: Alterations, removals and modifications to Landmarks or structures in Historic Districts 

which will 1) have no significant effect on the structure's cultural, historical or architectural 

importance, 2) tend to enhance its cultural or architectural significance. Examples of such activities 

include removal of intrusive elements or out buildings, removal of vinyl, aluminum or other artificial 

siding, construction or installation of appropriate fences, street furniture and landscape materials.  

 

Mobile Home: See Manufactured Home.  

 

Mobile Home Park: See Manufactured/Mobile Home Park.  

 

Modular Structures: See Manufactured/Modular Building.  

 

Monument Sign: Any sign, other than a Pole sign, which is placed upon or supported by structures or 

supports in or upon the ground and independent of support from any building and which does not 

exceed four feet in height, 20 feet in length and 15 inches in width, except as otherwise provided by in 

this Code.  

 

Motel: See Hotel/Motel.  

 

Motion Picture Studio: An establishment engaged in the production of motion pictures for 

commercial release and exhibition.  

 

Motor Home: See Recreational Vehicle.  

 

 

 

 



XI-36 

 

Motor Vehicle Repair: Motor vehicle repair shall be classified as Neighborhood Serving, Minor, and 

Major. Activities allowed within each classification are as follows: 

 

Neighborhood Serving: Neighborhood serving repairs shall include: 

 

1. Replacement of fan belts, brake fluids, light bulbs, fuses, floor mats, windshield wipers and 

blades, and mirrors. 

 

2. Fluid replacement. 

 

3. Greasing and lubrication. 

 

4. Emergency repair of wiring. 

 

5. Minor adjustment not involving removal of the head of crankcase and grinding valves. 

 

6. Battery recharging. 

 

7. Safety inspections. 

 

8. Sale and service of sparkplugs and batteries 

 

Minor: Minor vehicle repair shall include all neighborhood serving repair and the following: 

 

1. Sale and service of distributor and ignition system parts. 

 

2. Sales, service and repair or tires, but not recapping or regrooving. 

 

3. Replacement of mufflers, tail pipes, water hoses, seat covers, grease retainers, wheel bearings, 

and the like. 

 

4. Radiator cleaning and flushing. 

 

5. Providing and repairing fuel pumps, oil pumps, and the like. 

 

6. Minor adjustment and repair of carburetors. 

 

7. Adjusting brakes and installing exchange brake shoes. 

 

8. Wheel balancing. 

 

9. Warranty maintenance. 

 

10. Other minor servicing of a similar intensity to those listed above. 

 

Major: Any automotive repairs or servicing not listed under Minor, above, excluding body work and/or 

painting. 
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Multiple Occupancy Parcel: Any parcel which is occupied by more than one establishment.  

 

Museum: An establishment engaged in the procurement, care, study, and display of objects of 

historical, educational and cultural value and interest.  

 

National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929: A vertical control used as a reference for 

establishing varying elevations within the floodplain.  

 

National Register of Historic Places: The official listing of culturally significant buildings, structures, 

objects, sites, districts, and other historic properties significant in American history, architecture, 

archaeology, engineering and culture maintained by the Secretary of the Interior, as established by the 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 USC 470 et seq.), as amended.  

 

Neighborhood/Community Fair: The temporary outdoor use of land by for-profit or nonprofit 

organizations offering entertainment in form of games of chance and skill, educational exhibits, rides, 

accessory musical entertainment, and the like. Outdoor refers to the use outside of existing permanent 

structures. Activities listed for neighborhood/community fair, but located entirely inside an existing 

building, such as in a school or church, are permitted uses and require no additional zoning approval. 

 

New Construction: For floodplain management and building code purposes, any structure for which 

the start of construction commenced on or after May 17, 1982. The term also includes any subsequent 

improvements to such structures.  

 

New Manufactured/Mobile Home Park or Subdivision: For flood plain management purposes, a 

manufactured/mobile home park or subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the 

lots on which the manufactured/mobile homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum, the 

installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of 

concrete pads) is completed on or after May 17, 1982. 

 

Nonconformity: Lots, uses of land, uses of structures, structures, or characteristics of uses, which were 

lawful before this Code was passed or amended, but which are prohibited, regulated or restricted under 

the terms of this Code. Nonconformity may also be created where lawful public takings have the same 

effect as violations of this Code, if undertaken privately. Nonconformities are classified as follows:  

 

1. Lot; 

 

2. Use; 

 

3. Density; 

 

4. Structure; and 

 

5. Characteristic of use which was lawful but would be prohibited, regulated or restricted by the 

enactment of this Code or a subsequent amendment thereto.  

 

Non-Motorized Circulation System: A designated pattern of pedestrian/bicycle trails, walks, and 

accessways which link structures and spaces together within developments as well as between 

developments.  
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Non-Profit Public Service Institution: Non-profit public service institutions include, but are not 

limited to, religious institutions, such as churches or synagogues; civic, fraternal or charitable 

organizations; or other similar non-profit or not-for profit organizations to which the general public 

may reasonably be expected to travel.  

 

Non-Resident Employee: Employees who do not live on the parcel being used for a home-based 

business.  

 

North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988: A vertical control used as a reference for 

establishing varying elevations within the floodplain.  

 

Nude Model Studio: Any place where a person who appears in a state of nudity or semi-nudity or who 

displays "specified anatomical areas" is provided to be observed, sketched, drawn, painted, sculptured, 

photographed, or similarly depicted by other persons for consideration, either directly or indirectly.   

 

Nudity or State of Nudity: The appearance of a human bare buttock, anus, anal cleft or cleavage, 

pubic area, male genitals, female genitals, or vulva, with less than a fully opaque covering; or a female 

breast with less than a fully opaque covering of any part of the nipple; or human male genitals in a 

discernibly turgid state even if completely and opaquely covered; or any condition under which a 

person is in violation of chapter 58, article II, of the City of Brooksville Code of Ordinances.   

 

Off Premises: Not located on the zoning lot with the principal use or structure.  

 

Off-Premises Sign: A sign relating in its subject matter to other than the premises on which it is 

located or to products, accommodations or activities available on premises other than the site on which 

the sign is located. A sign bearing a non-commercial message shall be deemed to describe activities on 

the premises where the sign is located. This definition includes Off-Site Signs.  

 

Off-Site Sign: See Off-Premises Sign.  

 

Off-Street:  
 

1. Loading: See Loading, Off-Street. 

 

2. Parking: See Parking, Off-Street. 

 

Off-Street Vehicular Use Area: Any area located outside of road right-of-way or easement and 

designed for parking, service, loading, circulation, storage or display of any type of vehicle, excluding 

parking garages.  

 

On-Premises Sign: Any sign (1) that identifies an activity conducted or products or services available 

on the premises where the sign is located, or (2) displaying a non-commercial message, or (3) any 

combination of the first two. This definition includes On-Site Signs.  

 

On-Site Sign: See On-Premises Sign.  

 

Open Space: An area reserved for landscaping and permeable open area which shall be improved and 

maintained accordingly. Such areas may include landscaped buffers, vegetated yards, retention areas (if 
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permeable) and associated landscaping, xeriscape preserved upland vegetation, environmentally 

sensitive areas, improved recreational facilities, parking area screening, landscaped islands, mulched 

and vegetative play areas, street furniture and areas paved with permeable blocks. Retention areas are 

considered open space if they serve as a water feature and are used as a design element within the 

overall site design. 

 

Open Storage: The storage outside of building of materials, supplies, merchandise, equipment, truck 

trailers and metal containers including those utilized for storage of other items, commercial vehicles 

and junk as defined by this Code. This definition does not include principal-use retail displays of 

operable commercial vehicles, non-commercial vehicles, recreational vehicles, private pleasure craft 

and manufactured/mobile homes. Also excluded are portable temporary storage units as defined by this 

Code, displays of merchandise by retail stores which are moved indoors during non-business hours, and 

the display of children's outdoor play structures, such as swing sets, slides and jungle gyms, which 

cannot practically be moved indoors due to their size. Additionally, the outdoor display of ornamental 

garden and landscape products, such as concrete statutes, fountains and planters, shall be classified as 

principal-use retail display and shall not constitute open storage.  

 

Outdoor Advertising Service: A building, or portion of a building, occupied by an establishment 

primarily engaged in the maintenance, distribution and erection of display boards, posters, and painted 

and electric spectacular displays on panels, bulletins and frames principally outdoors and off the 

premises normally on a contract basis or for a fee or charge and not for resale.  
 

Pain Management Clinic: A publicly or privately owned clinic, facility or office, including mobile 

medical-care facilities (such as mobile MRI services or blood mobiles), which (1) advertises in any 

medium for any type of pain management services, or holds itself out as a clinic, facility, or office for 

treatment of pain, or (2) where in any month a majority of patients are prescribed opiods, 

benzodiazepines, barbiturates or carisoprodol for the treatment of chronic nonmalignant pain. Included 

in this definition are facilities designating themselves as a pain research centers or emergency medical 

clinics, or (3) is required to register with the Florida Department of Health pursuant to Sections 

458.309 or 459.005, Fla. Stat. (2009), or any successor state law.     

 

Painted wall sign: Any sign which is applied with paint or a similar substance on the face of a wall. A 

painted wall sign shall be considered an attached sign.  

 

Parapet: That portion of a wall which extends above the roof line.  

 

Parcel: See Lot.  

 

Package Sales: Alcoholic beverages that are sold only in containers sealed by the manufacturer for 

consumption off the licensed premises of the business establishment.  

 

Parent Parcel: A parcel of land with a single folio number. Parent Parcels may be tracts created by 

plat or by the operation of the Subdivision Regulations of this Code.  

 

Park Model/Park Trailer: A transportable unit which has a body width not exceeding fourteen (14) 

feet and which is built on a single chassis and is designed to provide seasonal or temporary living 

quarters when connected to utilities necessary for operation of installed fixtures and appliances. The 

total area of the unit in a setup mode, when measured from the exterior surface of the exterior walls at 
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the level of maximum dimensions and including any bay window that extends to the floor line, does not 

exceed 400 square feet when constructed to ANSI A-119.5 standards, and 500 square feet when 

constructed to United States Department of Housing and Urban Development Standards. The length of 

a park trailer means the distance from the exterior of the front of the body (nearest to the drawbar and 

coupling mechanism) to the exterior of the rear of the body (at the opposite end of the body), including 

any protrusions.  

 

Parking Aisle: See Aisle, Parking.  

 

Parking, Off-Street: Space located outside of any street right-of-way or easement and designed to 

accommodate the parking of domestic vehicles.  

 

Parking, On-Street: Space located inside of any street right-of-way designed to accommodate the 

parking of domestic vehicles.  

 

Parks and Recreation Facilities: Public land which has been designated for recreational activities 

including but not limited to nature trails, boating, picnicking, beaches, playgrounds, ball fields, 

basketball or tennis courts, pedestrian/bicycle paths, open space and wilderness areas. 

 

Pennant: A triangular shaped sign or series of signs made of paper, plastic or fabric of any kind 

intended to be hung by being tethered along its base.  

 

Permanent Sign: A sign which is affixed to a building or the ground in compliance with the 

requirements of the Hillsborough County Building Code and any other applicable Federal, State or 

local laws and in such a manner as to be immobile without the use of extraordinary means, such as 

disassembly.  

 

Permittee: An individual or business entity holding a valid permit. This also includes the term 

"operator."  

 

Person: Any individual, partnership, co-partnership, firm, company, corporation, association, joint 

stock company, trust, estate, governmental entity or any other legal entity, or their legal representatives, 

agents or assigns. The masculine gender shall include the feminine, the singular shall include the plural 

where indicated by the context.  

 

Personal Care Service: The furnishing of service to residents including but not limited to individual 

assistance with, or supervision of, essential activities of daily living, such as eating, bathing, grooming, 

dressing and ambulation; the supervision of the administration of medication, counseling, training and 

other similar service. Personal care service shall not be construed to mean the provision of medical, 

dental, structured nursing, or mental health service.  

 

Personal Service: An establishment that primarily provides service generally involving the care of a 

person or a person`s apparel, including but not limited to barber shop, beauty salon, seamstress shop, 

shoe repair and shining shop, dry cleaning and laundry pickup facility, coin-operated laundry and dry 

cleaning facility and small dry cleaners.  

 

Pervious Open Space: The area on a lot or parcel not covered by a building or an impervious surface.  

 



XI-41 

 

Physician: Any medical professional holding an MD, a PhD, or any other doctoral degree including 

but not limited to physicians, licensed psychologist, biomedical scientists, osteopathic doctors or 

dentists. 
 

Planned Development Project (PDP):  Land under unified control to be planned and developed as a 

whole in a single development operation or a definitely programmed series of development operations 

or phases. A planned development project includes principal and accessory structures and uses 

substantially related to the character and purposes of the PDP. A planned development project is built 

according to general and detailed plans which include not only streets, utilities, lots and building 

location, and the like, but also site plans for all buildings as are intended to be located, constructed, 

used, and related to each other, and plans for other uses and improvements on the land as related to the 

buildings. A PDP includes a program for the provisions, operations, and maintenance of such areas, 

facilities, and improvements as will be for common use by some or all of the occupants of the PDP 

district, but which will not be provided, operated, or maintained at general public expense. 

 

Plat: A map, plan or chart of a tract of land or property which is drawn to scale and shows the existing 

or proposed location of boundary lines, buildings, structures, uses or any other required data or 

information.   

 

Plat, Final: A map or delineated representation of the subdivision of lands, being a complete and exact 

representation of the subdivision and other conformation in compliance with the requirement of all 

applicable sections of Chapter 177 and the requirements of this ordinance, and may include the terms 

"Replat," "Amended Plat," or "Revised Plat" as well as "Final Plat."  

 

Plat, Preliminary: A map or delineated representation of the subdivision of land, being a complete, 

but conceptual representation of the subdivision and containing certain other data as required by the 

ordinance.  

 

Pole Sign: A sign supported by a pole (sometimes more than one) and otherwise separated from the 

ground by air. A pole sign shall be considered a freestanding or detached sign.  

 

Porch: A roofed, open area that is permanently affixed to the principal structure with direct access to 

and from said structure.  

 

Political Sign: A sign identifying and urging voter support of or opposition to a particular issue, 

political party, or candidate for public office. A "political sign" does not include bumper stickers, 

magnetic signs, window decals and any similar items attached or affixed to a licensed motor vehicle, or 

balloons, stickers, novelty items or any type of item designed to be worn by a person.  

 

Portable Sign: Any sign which is not permanently affixed to a building, structure or the ground in 

accordance with the requirements of the Florida Building Code and which may be moved readily from 

place to place; except that this definitions shall not apply to signs painted directly on vehicles or signs 

displayed through, but not on, windows.  

 

Portable Temporary Storage Units (PTSU): Storage units which are delivered to a site for temporary 

use of limited duration, then returned to a central keeping/facility.  
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Portico: An open sided structure attached to a building sheltering an entrance or serving as a semi-

enclosed space.  

 

Premises: A lot or other tract of land and all of the structures located on the lot or tract of land.   

 

Premises, Sexually Oriented Business:  The real property upon which the sexually oriented business 

is located, and all appurtenances thereto and buildings thereon, including, but not limited to, the 

sexually oriented business, the grounds, private walkways, and parking lots and parking garages 

adjacent thereto, under the ownership, control, or supervision of the licensee, as described in the 

application for a business license pursuant to Article IV, Section 4-8.6.C. of this Code.   

 

Principal Building: The building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot on which it is 

situated.   

 

Private Road: Any roadway that is neither owned nor maintained by the State, County or City.  

 

Private Pleasure Craft: A vessel which is privately owned or leased primarily for aquatic recreational 

purposes. Private pleasure craft do not include commercial, official, or scientific vessels. Private 

pleasure craft may or may not contain facilities qualifying them as dwelling or lodging units. 

 

Professional Residential Facility: Any residential establishment, other than a hospital or nursing 

home, providing board, lodging, supervision, medication, counseling, or other diagnostic or therapeutic 

services to persons, not related to the owner or operator by blood, marriage, or adoption, in need of a 

structured environment, and licensed by the Agency for Health Care Administration.  

For purposes of this Code, Professional Residential Facilities shall not be deemed to include boarding 

houses; fraternities/sororities; monasteries; convents; hotel/motels; congregate living facilities; or 

nursing, convalescent and extended care facilities. "Placed," as used in reference to Professional 

Residential Facilities in this Code, shall mean the persons placed, supported or sponsored by, or the 

residents of a facility licensed by the State of Florida Agency for Health Care Administration.  

 

1. Recovery Home A: A group residential facility providing room, board, and medical services to 

no more than eight "placed" persons in need of a structured environment.  

 

2. Recovery Home B: A group residential facility providing room, board, and medical services to 

not more than 16 "placed" persons in need of a structured environment.  

 

3. Recovery Home C: A group residential facility providing room, board and medical services to 

more than 16 "placed" persons in need of a structured environment.  

 

Professional Service: An establishment containing practitioners of a calling or vocation in which a 

knowledge of some department of science or learning is used in its application to the affairs of others. 

Such activities would include but not be limited to accounting, auditing and bookkeeping services, 

architectural services, engineering and surveying services, interior design services, and legal services. 

Physicians and dentists are classified as Health Practitioners (See Health Services and Health 

Practitioners).  

 

Projecting Sign: Any sign other than a wall sign affixed to any building or wall whose leading edge 

extends beyond such building or wall.  
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Property line: The recorded boundary of a lot or other tract of land.   

 

Proportionate Share Mitigation: An applicant’s voluntary provision of public school facilities 

proportionate to a development proposal’s impact on school capacity. Proportionate Share Mitigation 

options may include contribution of or payment for land acquisition; construction or expansion of, or 

payment for construction of public school facilities; or the creation of mitigation banking based on the 

construction of public school facilities, in exchange for the right to sell capacity credits to other 

residential development affecting those facilities. Proportionate Share Mitigation must be identified in 

a Work Program, unless the School District has committed itself in a Proportionate Share Mitigation 

Agreement to include the mitigation in the Work Program during the next annual update to the Work 

Program. 

 

Proportionate Share Mitigation Agreement: A voluntary, legally-binding commitment to provide 

Proportionate Share Mitigation to ensure public school concurrency can be achieved, where school 

capacity would not otherwise be adequate to support the demand resulting from approval of a 

development proposal at the time the development proposal is being considered. The Applicant, School 

District and the City shall be parties to a Proportionate Share Mitigation Agreement pursuant to 

Chapter 163, Florida Statutes. 

 

Public Facility: The use of land, buildings or structures for uses such as but not limited to public 

service facility and public use facilities.  

 

Public Parks and Recreation Facilities: Publicly-owned land which may be utilized for any type of 

recreational use.  

 

Public Street System: The network of roadways owned and/or maintained by the State, County, or 

City.  

 

Public Service Facility: The use of land, buildings, or structures by a public utility, railroad, or 

governmental agency, including water treatment plants or pumping stations, electrical substations, 

telephone exchanges, and other similar public service structures, but not including land, buildings, or 

structures devoted solely to the storage and maintenance of equipment and materials.  

 

Public Use Facility: The use of land, buildings, or structures by a municipal or other governmental 

agency to provide protective, administrative, social, and recreational services directly to the general 

public, including police and fire stations, municipal buildings, public health clinics and any other 

public facility providing the above services, but not including public land or buildings devoted solely to 

the storage and maintenance of equipment and materials and not including cultural facilities or public 

service facilities.  

 

Radio/Television Transmitting or Receiving Facility: The use of land, buildings, or structures for the 

above-ground transmission or reception of airborne radio, telephone, microwave or television, signals, 

including all transmitting and receiving towers, dishes and antennas except accessory radio or 

television receiving antennas and dishes, and those facilities classified as wireless communications 

facilities. See Communications Facility, Wireless.  
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Radio/Television Receiving Antenna and Dish Accessory: An antenna or dish designed for the 

above-ground reception of airborne radio or television signals and serving only the needs of the 

occupants of a single building or of a single residential development.  

 

Railroad Switching and Classification Yard: A facility engaged in the furnishing of terminal 

facilities for rail traffic for linehaul service and in the movement of railroad cars between terminal 

yards, industrial sidings and other such facilities. 

 

Real Estate Sign: A sign indicating the availability for sale, rent or lease of the specific lot, building or 

portion of a building upon which the sign is erected or displayed 

 

Reasonably Safe from Flooding:  For flood management purposes, “reasonably safe from flooding 

means base flood waters will not inundate the land or damage structures to be removed from the 

Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) and that any subsurface waters related to the base flood will not 

damage existing or proposed buildings. 

 

Recreational Uses, General Indoor/Outdoor: For profit or non-profit recreational uses and facilities 

providing sports or recreation opportunities within an enclosed building and/or an outdoor area. Such 

uses shall include but not be limited to bowling alleys, skating rinks, movie theatres, gymnasiums, 

fitness centers, dance schools, miniature golf, baseball hitting cages, and playfields. This use shall not 

include recreational uses specifically listed in Section 2-2.2, Table of Allowable Uses in Zoning 

Districts, nor Private Community Recreational Uses, Regional Recreational Uses, or Public Parks and 

Recreation Facilities as defined in this Code.  

 

Recreational Use, Passive: Recreational areas that are left in a predominately natural state with 

minimal site improvements. Typical on-site uses include walking, hiking, or bike trails, fishing areas, 

picnicking, bridle paths, and bird watching. Passive Recreational Facilities are generally not lighted. 

This use shall not include recreational uses specifically listed in Section 2-2.2, Table of Allowable Uses 

in Zoning Districts, nor Private Community Recreational Uses, General Recreational Uses, Regional 

Recreational Uses, or Public Park and Recreation Facilities as defined by this Code.  

 

Recreational Uses, Private Community: The use of a structure, building, or parcel of land by 

members of a residential community, as opposed to the general public, for social, cultural or any 

General or Passive recreational use. Private Community Recreational Uses shall be owned and operated 

by a homeowners association or similar entity.  

 

Recreational Uses, Regional: For-profit or non-profit recreational uses and facilities which typically 

serve several communities or an entire region. Regional Recreational Uses include, but are not limited 

to, aquariums, amusement parks, mud bogging, rodeos, entertainment/sporting facilities, racetracks 

(auto, dog, go-kart, horse, motorcycles, and motor cross) and zoos. This use shall not include 

recreational uses specifically listed in Section 2-2.2, Table of Allowable Uses in Zoning Districts, nor 

General Recreational Uses, Private Community Recreational Uses, Passive Recreation Uses, or Public 

Parks and Recreational Facilities as defined by this Code.  

 

Recreational Van: See Recreational Vehicle.  

 

Recreational Vehicle: A motor vehicle primarily designed as temporary living quarters for 

recreational, camping, or travel use, which either has its own motive power or is mounted on or drawn 
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by another vehicle; travel trailers, camping trailers, truck campers, motor homes, private motor 

coaches, van conversions, park trailers, and fifth-wheel trailers are types of recreational vehicles.  

 

Recreational Vehicle Park: The provision of two or more recreational vehicles spaces on a single 

zoning lot.  

 

Recreational Vehicle Space: A area of land designated for the location of a recreational vehicle while 

said recreational vehicle is in used as a dwelling unit.  

 

Recyclable Household Goods: Small household goods which are utilized in residential units and can 

be recycled and reused. Such items include but are not limited to aluminum cans, glass bottles, old 

newspapers, and used clothing. Not included are items defined as junk or large items not normally 

produced in residential dwelling units.  

 

Recyclable Household Goods Collection Facilities: A facility where recyclable household goods are 

collected for recycling. Such facilities do not recycle the goods or distribute them as new products; they 

are just points of collection.  

 

Regulatory Floodway: The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that 

must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface 

elevation more than a designated height. 

 

Rehabilitation Center: An establishment engaged exclusively in the provision of outpatient services 

to correct, cure or assist an individual in adjusting to a physical disability. Such services include but are 

not limited to physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, audiology, radiology and 

respiratory therapy, but excluding therapy for mental illness, drug or alcohol dependency, or 

rehabilitation of criminals. 

 

Religious Establishment: See Church/Synagogue. 

 

Remedy a Deficiency or Violation: To bring the regulation, procedure, structure or other development 

into compliance with State, Federal or local floodplain management regulations; or if this is not 

possible, to reduce the impacts of its noncompliance. Ways the impacts may be reduced include 

protecting the structure or other affected development from flood damages, implementing the 

enforcement provisions of this chapter or otherwise deterring future similar violations, or reducing 

Federal financial exposure with regard to the structure or other development. 

 

Riverine: Relating to, formed by, or resembling a river (including tributaries), stream, brook, etc. 

 

Rental and Leasing of Commercial Vehicles and Heavy Equipment: An establishment engaged in 

the renting or leasing of commercial vehicles and heavy equipment including but not limited to 

concrete mixers, construction equipment, and like items. 

 

Repair Bay: An area in an establishment which repairs motor vehicles in which one vehicle may be 

repaired.  

 

Repair Service: The use of land, structures or buildings for the purposes of mending, or restoring 

items after decay, damage, dilapidation or partial destruction. Such services include but are not limited 
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to motor vehicle repairs, bicycle repair, electrical and electronic repairs, gunsmiths, locksmiths, re-

upholstery services, furniture refinishing and repair, small motor repair, and watch, clock and jewelry 

repair. Construction activities shall not be included in repair services.  

 

Residential district: An R-1A, R-1B, R-1C, R-1D, R-2 or R-3 zoning district or any part of a Planned 

Development Project (PDP) designated for residential use.   

 

Residential Support Uses: The use of land, buildings or structures for uses which include but are not 

limited to child care centers, home-based businesses, and places of worship.  

 

Residential Use: The use of land, buildings or structures for uses which include but are not limited to 

community residential facilities, dwelling units, fraternity and sorority houses, life care treatment 

facilities, private pleasure craft used as a residence, professional residential facilities and temporary 

living facilities.  

 

Resource Recovery Facility: A facility in which garbage, minerals, glass, tin cans, paper, rags, and 

other materials are reclaimed or converted into energy.  

 

Restaurant: See Eating Establishments. 

 

Riverine: Relating to, formed by, or resembling a river (including tributaries), stream, brook, etc. 

 

Roof: The stationary, solid top covering of a building or structure.  

 

Roof Line: The top edge of the roof or parapet, whichever forms the top line of the building silhouette 

when viewed from the ground level.  

 

Roof Sign: Sign erected, constructed or maintained on the roof of any building.  

 

Rooming House: See Boarding House.  

 

Sale of Alcoholic Beverages: Any transfer of an alcoholic beverage for a consideration, any gift of an 

alcoholic beverage in connection with, or as part of, a transfer of property other than an alcoholic 

beverage for a consideration, or the serving of an alcoholic beverage by a club licensed under the 

beverage law. 

 

Sandwich Board Sign: A double-faced or single-faced portable display designed for temporary use 

which may readily be moved from place to place. Each sign face shall not exceed a maximum of two 

feet wide by three feet high. The sign height shall not exceed five feet, or occupy more than 13 square 

feet of ground space.  

 

School: A facility which is in compliance with the compulsory school attendance law, Chapter 232, 

Florida Statutes, and provides a curriculum of elementary and secondary academic instruction, 

including kindergartens, elementary schools, junior high schools, and high schools. See also Trade 

School, Technical School, Business School, Vocational School, and College.  

 

School Interlocal Agreement: That certain agreement between Hernando County, the City of 

Brooksville and the Hernando County School District titled “2009 Amended and Restated Interlocal 
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Agreement”, together with any subsequent amendments, which sets forth the processes and procedures 

necessary to coordinate their respective plans and to ensure that new or expanded public educational 

facilities are coordinated in time and place with plans for residential development concurrently. 

 

Screening: A method of visually shielding or obscuring an abutting or nearby structure or use from 

another by fencing, walls, berms, or densely planted vegetation.  

 

Semi-nude or Semi-nudity: The appearance of the female breast below a horizontal line across the top 

of the areola at its highest point. This definition shall include the entire lower portion of the human 

female breast, but shall not include any portion of the cleavage of the human female breast exhibited by 

a dress, blouse, skirt, leotard, bathing suit, or other wearing apparel provided the areola is not exposed 

in whole or in part and the person is not in violation of any other ordinance or Code provision 

regulating public nudity.   

 

Service: The use of land, structures or buildings for the provision of facilities or work done for others 

and excluding all but incidental sales of merchandise. For the purpose of this Code, services shall 

include but not be limited to banking services; business services; health services; lodging places; 

professional services; recreation and amusement services; repair services and other such services.  

 

Service Station: An establishment where gasoline and/or diesel fuel is supplied and dispensed at retail 

and where, in addition, the following services only may be rendered and sales made accessory to the 

sale of gasoline and/or diesel fuel:  

 

1. Minor motor vehicle repair; 

 

2. Sale of beverages, packaged food, tobacco products, and similar convenience goods for 

customers, as accessory and incidental to principal uses;  

 

3. Provision of road maps and other travel information to customers; 

 

4. Provision of restroom facilities; and 

 

5. Warranty maintenance and safety inspections. 

 

Uses permissible at a service station do not include major mechanical and body work, straightening of 

body parts; painting, welding, storage of automobiles not in operating condition, or other work 

involving noise, glare, fumes, smoke, or other characteristics to an extent greater than normally found 

in service stations.  

 

Sexual Encounter Center: A business or commercial enterprise that, as one of its principal business 

purposes, offers for any form of consideration:   

 

1. Physical contact in the form of wrestling or tumbling between persons of the opposite sex; or 

 

2. Activities between male and female persons or persons of the same sex when one or more of the 

persons is in a state of nudity or semi-nudity. 
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Sexually Oriented Business: An adult arcade, adult bookstore or adult video store, adult cabaret, adult 

motel, adult motion picture theater, adult theater, escort agency, nude model studio, or sexual encounter 

center.   

 

Shall: A mandatory condition—Where the word "shall" is used, the requirement is considered to be 

mandatory.  

 

Shared Access Facility: A driveway connecting two or more contiguous sites to the public street 

system.  

 

Shopping Center: For the purpose of parking regulation, a group of commercial establishments 

planned, constructed and managed as a total entity with customer and employee parking provided on 

site. Free-standing outparcels are not included in parking calculations for a shopping center and must 

be accounted for separately.  

 

Shallow Flooding:  See Area of Shallow Flooding. 

 

Should: An advisory condition—Where the word "should" is used, the requirement is advisable, 

recommended, but not mandatory. 

 

Side Yard: See Yard, Side. 

 

Sight Distance: The length of road visible to a driver from a side street or driveway.  

 

Sign: Any writing, graphic or pictorial presentation, number, illustration, or decoration, flag, banner or 

pennant, or other device, including the sign structure and sign face area, which is used to announce, 

direct attention to, or otherwise make anything known, and which is visible from any street, right-of-

way, sidewalk, alley, or other public property. The term shall not be construed to include "building" or 

"landscaping," or any architectural embellishment of a building not intended to communicate 

information.  

 

Sign Area: The entire area within the periphery of a regular geometric form, or combination of regular 

geometric forms, comprising all of the display area of the sign and including all of the elements of the 

matter displayed, but not including a sign structure that does not bear copy. The surface area of the sign 

shall be measured from the outside edges of the sign or the sign frame, whichever is greater.  
 

Sign Face: The area of a sign on which the copy is placed which may or may not be part of the support 

structure as may be determined by the Chief Administrative Officer.   

 

Sign Height: The vertical distance measured from the finished grade at the base of the sign to the top 

of the sign face or sign structure, whichever is greater. 

 

Sign Number: In cases where individual sign faces are displayed in a random or unconnected manner, 

or where there is reasonable doubt as to the intended relationship of such components, each component 

or element shall be considered to be a single sign. A projecting sign or ground sign or roof sign with 

sign faces on both sides of such sign shall be construed as a single sign, and the total area of such sign 

shall be the area computed on both sides of the sign.  
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Sign Support Structure: Structure which is designed specifically for the purpose of supporting a sign, 

has supported, or is capable of supporting a sign. This definition shall include any decorative coves, 

braces, wires, support or components attached to or placed around the sign structure.  

 

Small Motor Repair: An establishment engaged in the repair of small motors including but not limited 

to lawn mowers, go-carts, pump motors, and like motors.  

 

Snipe Sign: Any sign which is attached in any way to a utility pole, tree, fence post, or any other object 

located on public or private property. Any sign designed to provide warning to the public shall not be 

construed to be a snipe sign.  

 

Social Club: A chartered membership organization. 

 

Sorority House: See Fraternity or Sorority house. 

 

Special Exception Use:  A use which is essential or would promote the public health, safety or welfare 

in one or more districts, but which would impair the integrity and character of the district in which it is 

located or in adjoining districts unless restrictions or conditions on location, size, extent and character 

of performance are imposed.  

 

Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA):  An area in the floodplain subject to a one (1) percent or greater 

chance of flooding in any given year.   

 

Special Use: A use which would not be appropriate generally or without special study throughout the 

zoning district but which, if controlled as to number, size, location or relation to the neighborhood, 

would promote the public health, safety and general welfare. 

 

Specified Anatomical Areas:  Specified anatomical areas shall be defined as : 

 

1. The human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if fully and opaquely covered; 

 

2. Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, or a female 

breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola. 

 

Specified Criminal Activity:  Specified criminal activity means any of the following offenses:   

 

1. Prostitution or promotion of prostitution; dissemination of obscenity; sale, distribution, or 

display of harmful material to a minor; sexual performance by a child; possession or 

distribution of child pornography; public lewdness; indecent exposure; indecency with a child; 

sexual assault; molestation of a child; or any similar sex-related offenses to those described 

above under the criminal or penal code of this state, other states, or other countries; or 

 

2. Any criminal violation of this chapter; or 

 

3. Any felony; or 

 

4. An offense under Chapter 794, Fla. Stat. (Sexual Battery); or 
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5. An offense under Chapter 796, Fla. Stat. (Prostitution); or 

 

6. An offense under Chapter 800, Fla. Stat. (Lewdness; Indecent Exposure); or 

 

7. An offense under Chapter 826, Fla. Stat. (Bigamy; Incest); or 

 

8. An offense under Chapter 847, Fla. Stat. (Obscene Literature; Profanity); or 

 

9. An offense under an analogous federal law, statute of a state other than Florida or under an 

analogous ordinance of another county or city. 

 

10. For which; 

 

a. Less than five years have elapsed since the date of conviction or the date of release from 

confinement imposed for the conviction, whichever is the later date, if the conviction is 

of a misdemeanor offense; 

 

b. Less than ten years have elapsed since the date of conviction or the date of release from 

confinement imposed for the conviction, whichever is the later date, if the conviction is 

of a felony offense; 

 

c. Less than ten years have elapsed since the date of the last conviction or the date of 

release from confinement imposed for the last conviction, whichever is the later date, if 

the convictions are of two or more misdemeanor offenses or combination of 

misdemeanor offenses occurring within any 24-month period. 

 

11. The fact that a conviction is being appealed shall have no effect on the disqualification of the 

applicant or a person residing with the applicant. 

 

Specified Sexual Activities: Specified sexual activities means and includes any of the following:   

 

1. The fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, anus, or female 

breasts, whether covered or uncovered; 

 

2. Sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including intercourse, oral copulation, or 

sodomy; 

 

3. Masturbation, actual or simulated; or 

 

4. Excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the activities set forth in subsections 

1. through 3. of this definition. 

 

Start of Construction:  The date a permit was issued for new construction and substantial 

improvements to existing structures, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, 

rehabilitation, addition, placement, or other improvement is within 180 days of the date of issuance.  

The actual start of construction means either the first placement of permanent construction of a 

building (including a manufactured/mobile home) on a site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings, 

installation of piles, or construction of columns.  Permanent construction does not include land 
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preparation, (such as clearing, grading and filling), the installation of streets or walkways, excavation 

for a basement, footings, piers or foundations, the erection of temporary forms or the installation on the 

property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of 

the main building.  For a substantial improvement, the actual start of construction means the first 

alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration 

affects the external dimensions of the building. 

 

Storm Cellar: A place below grade used to accommodate occupants of the structure and emergency 

supplies as a means of temporary shelter against severe tornadoes or similar windstorm activity. 

 

Street: Any access way such as a street, road, lane, highway, avenue, boulevard, parkway, viaduct, 

circle, court, terrace, place or cul-de-sac and also includes all of the land lying between the right-of-

way lines as delineated on a plat showing such street, whether improved or unimproved, but shall not 

include those access ways such as easements and rights-of-way intended solely for limited utility 

purposes, such as for electric power lines, gas lines, telephone lines, water lines, drainage and sanitary 

sewers, and easements or rights-of-way of ingress and egress.  

 

Street/Arterial: See Arterial.  

 

Street Banner: A non-rigid sign made of paper, plastic or fabric of any kind held by standoffs that are 

attached by brackets at the top and bottom to a light pole.  

 

Street/Collector: See Collector.  

 

Street Frontage: The length of the property line for a single parcel which runs parallel to and along 

each public right-of-way (exclusive of alleys) it borders.  

 

Street/Local:  See Local.  

 

Street/Marginal Access: A street that is parallel and adjacent to an arterial or expressway and which 

provides access to abutting property.  

 

Street/Private: A roadway, not dedicated to the public, providing primary access to adjacent 

properties.  

 

Street/Public: A dedicated and accepted right-of-way maintained by the City of Brooksville, Hernando 

County or the State of Florida and providing access to adjacent property. See also Arterial, Collector, 

and Local.  

 

Street Furniture: Street furniture includes benches (which do not display advertising) and other forms 

of seating, plant containers, sculptures, fountains, street lights, pedestrian area lighting, drinking 

fountains, and waste containers.  

 

Structure: Anything constructed or erected which requires location on the ground or attachment to 

something having a fixed location on the ground, including but not limited to principal or accessory 

buildings, signs, fences, walls, ridges, monuments, flagpoles, antennas, transmission poles, towers, and 

cables. For floodplain management purposes, a structure is considered a walled and roofed building, 

including gas or liquid storage tank that is principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home. 
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Structure/Principal: A structure or, where the context so indicates, a group of structures in or on 

which is conducted the principal use of the lot on which such structure is located.  

 

Structured Environment: A residential setting within which persons, progressing from relatively 

intensive treatment for crime, delinquency, mental or emotional illness, alcoholism, drug addiction or 

similar conditions to full participation in community life, are provided professional staff services, as 

well as board, lodging, supervision, medication and other treatment.  

 

Subdivision: As used within these regulations the term "subdivision" shall mean the division of a 

parent parcel into two or more lots, blocks, parcels, tracts, or other portions, however designated. The 

reference point for the division of these lots shall be a parent parcel. When appropriate to the context, 

"subdivision" relates to the process of subdividing or to the lands or areas subdivided. However, 

condominium projects may be developed in accordance with Chapter 718, Florida Statutes, as 

amended.  The term "subdivision" shall also incorporate the following definitions:   

 

1. Major subdivision: Any subdivision of land not classified as a minor subdivision, including, but 

not limited to, a subdivision of five or more lots, or any subdivision requiring any new street or 

extension of municipal facilities internal to the site. Major subdivisions shall be subject to the 

requirements and procedures for preliminary and final plats as set forth in applicable sections of 

this Code.   

 

2. Minor subdivision: Any subdivision which meets either of the following conditions:   

 

a. Parcels or lots may be combined by deed for the purpose of enlarging individually 

owned parcels. The subdivision of such lots or parcels, as enlarged or reduced, may not 

result in the creation of a nonconforming lot pursuant to the terms of the Land 

development Code; or 

 

b. The division of no more than ten acres of land into three or fewer lots, each of which 

meet the minimum zoning standards and has frontage on, and access to, a preexisting 

and maintained public or private street; provided, that no new public or private street is 

created; and further provided, that such subdivision is not in conflict with any provision 

or portion of this Code or the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Subdivision Sign: Any sign designated to identify a subdivision or neighborhood.  

 

Substantial Damage: Damage of any origin sustained by a building or structure whereby the cost of 

restoring the building or structure to its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of 

the market value of the building or structure before the damage occurred.    

 

Substantial Enlargement of a Sexually Oriented Business: The increase in floor area occupied by 

the business by more than 25 percent, as the floor area exists on the effective date of the ordinance 

from which this article is derived.   
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Substantial Improvement:  Any repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement 

of a building or structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the the 

building or structure before the improvement or repair is started.  If the structure has incurred 

substantial damage, any repairs are considered substantial improvement regardless of the actual repair 

work performed. The term does not, however, include either:  

 

1. Any project for improvement of a building required to correct existing health, sanitary, or safety 

code violations identified by the building official and that are the minimum necessary to assure 

safe living conditions. 

 

2. Any alteration of a historic structure provided the alteration will not preclude the structure's 

continued designation as a historic structure.  

 

Substantially Improved Existing Manufactured Home Parks or Subdivisions:  For floodplain 

management purposes, the repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation or improvement of the streets, utilities 

and pads equals or exceeds 50 percent of the value of the streets, utilities and pads before the repair, 

reconstruction or improvement commenced. 

 

Surfaced in a Stable Manner: Surfaced in a manner approved by the administrative official, or other 

designated official; however, such pavement shall be of a stable type and shall be designed to carry the 

anticipated traffic loads of the premises and uses served. Loose aggregate will not be considered a 

completed surface.  

 

Survey: The orderly process of determining data relating to the natural, physical or chemical 

characteristics of the earth and may be further defined according to the type of data obtained, the 

methods and instruments used, and the purpose to be served. All surveys showing land boundary 

information must be in accordance with Rule 21HH-6 of the Minimum Technical Standard for Land 

Surveys in the State of Florida.  

 

Surveyor of Record: An individual registered under Chapter 472 Florida Statutes. Further, the 

individual must be in good standing with the Florida Board of Professional Land Surveyors.  

 

Swimming Club: A recreational facility containing one or more swimming pools and may contain 

accessory uses such as diving facilities, administrative offices, or locker rooms.  

 

Synagogue: See Church/Synagogue.  

 

Technical Schools: The use of land, structures or buildings for the provision of training in various 

skills and may include but not be limited to business schools, trade schools and vocational schools. 

 

Temporary Sign: A sign intended to be displayed for a limited period of time.  

 

Tennis Club: A recreational facility containing one or more tennis courts and may contain accessory 

uses such as administrative offices, or locker rooms.  

 

Tent Camp: A collapsible portable temporary dwelling unit, generally made of flexible materials, used 

for travel, recreation and vacation housing.  
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Tent/Display/Meeting: A collapsible portable unit, generally made of flexible materials, which may or 

may not have sides, used for protection from the elements for temporary outdoor sales, exhibits, or 

displays, or for short term meeting places or social gatherings.  

 

Terminal: See Train Terminal, Bus Terminal, and Truck Terminal.  

 

Tiki Hut: See Chickee Hut. 

 

Townhouse: A single-family dwelling constructed in a series or group of attached units with property 

lines separating each unit shall be allowed in two-family and multi-family pods or districts. Each 

townhouse shall be considered a separate building and shall be separated from adjoining townhouses by 

the use of separate exterior walls meeting the requirements of the Standard Building Code.  

 

Tract: See Lot.  

 

Trade School: An establishment in which is offered, for compensation, instruction in a trade or craft, 

including but not limited to, carpentry, masonry, metal working, machinery repair and operation, 

welding, fabrication and the like.  

 

Transfer of Ownership or Control of a Sexually Oriented Business: Transfer of ownership or 

control of a sexually oriented business means and includes any of the following:   

 

1. The sale, lease, or sublease of the business; 

 

2. The transfer of securities that form a controlling interest in the business, whether by sale, 

exchange, or similar means; or 

 

3. The establishment of a trust, gift, or other similar legal device that transfers the ownership or 

control of the business, except for transfer by bequest or other operation of law upon the death 

of the person possessing the ownership or control. 

 

Travel Trailer: See Recreational Vehicle. 

 

Truck Terminal: An area and building where cargo is stored and where trucks load and unload cargo 

on a regular basis. 

 

Use: The specific purpose, activity, or function for which land, a building, a lot, a sign, or a structure is 

intended, designated, arranged, occupied, or maintained.  

 

Use, Accessory: A use on the same lot or in the same structure with, and of a nature and extent 

customarily incidental and subordinate to, the principal use of the lot or structure.  

 

Use, Principal: The primary use and chief purpose of a lot or structure.  

 

Used Merchandise: An establishment engaged in the sale of previously owned goods, except the sale 

of used motor vehicles.  

 



XI-55 

 

Utility: A community service available to the general public, including but not limited to electricity, 

telephone, cable television, water supply, gas and sanitary sewers.  

 

Utility Trailer: Any trailer, other than a recreational vehicle or commercial vehicle as defined by this 

Code, which has an axle and frame and can be used for hauling material or goods, excluding any trailer 

when loaded with a private pleasure craft.  

 

Vacate: When used with reference to the plat of a subdivision means the procedures for vacation and 

annulment of plats provided in Chapter 177, Florida Statutes or when used with reference to strict 

right-of-way means the procedures for vacation and abandonment of right-of-way as outlined in 

Chapter 336 Florida Statutes. 

 

Variance:  A grant of relief to a person from the requirements of this Code which permits construction 

in a manner otherwise prohibited by the Land Development Regulations where specific enforcement 

would result in hardship as outlined in the Code.  Variances cannot be requested for land use, floor area 

ratio (FAR) or required review processes and procedures. For floodplain management and Florida 

Building Code purposes, the term shall mean a grant of relief from the requirements of Part 5-5 of this 

Code or the flood resistant construction requirements of the Florida Building Code, which permits 

construction in a manner that would not otherwise be permitted by this  Code or the Florida Building 

Code. 

 

Use: The specific purpose, activity, or function for which land, a building, a lot, a sign, or a structure is 

intended,  

 

Vehicle: Every device, whether motorized or non-motorized, upon, or by which any person or property 

is or may be transported or drawn, excepting devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.  

 

Vehicle Auction: The sale of vehicles where the method of sale is through competitive bidding and the 

price is determined by the highest bid offered.  

 

Vehicle Auction, Retail: The sale of vehicles to the general public where the method of sale is through 

competitive bidding.  

 

Vehicle Auction, Wholesale: The sale of vehicles other than retail where the method of sale is through 

private sector competitive bidding.  

 

Vehicle Parts Sales, New: The sale of vehicle parts that have not been used previously or have been 

remanufactured.  

 

Vehicle Parts Sales, Used: The sale of vehicle parts that have been used previously.  

Vehicle Recycling: Land used for the recycling of ten or more inoperable vehicles for parts such as 

engines, transmissions, body parts, etc., including the storage, stripping, compacting rebuilding, sales 

and shipping of vehicles or parts thereof.  

 

Vehicle Recycling, Enclosed: A building or buildings used for the recycling of inoperable vehicles for 

parts where the storage of parts and vehicles are completely within an enclosed building.  
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Vehicle Recycling, Open: Land used for the recycling of inoperable vehicles for parts where storage 

of parts or vehicles is not within a completely enclosed building.  

 

Vehicle Sign: Any sign displayed upon a vehicle where the principal purpose of the vehicle is not 

general transportation, but the display of the sign itself.  

 

Vendor (Temporary): An individual or group selling general merchandise, rugs, prepared foods, 

crafts, fresh fruits and vegetables, seasonal items, pumpkins, Christmas trees, etc., from a temporary 

location. 

 

Veterinary Clinic: See Animal Hospital. 

 

Violation: The failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the requirements 

of this Code.  A structure or other development without the elevation certificate, other certifications, or 

other evidence of compliance required by this Code is presumed to be in violation until such time as 

that documentation is provided. 

 

Vocational School: An establishment in which is offered, for compensation, instruction in a vocation 

such as but not limited to barbering, cosmetology, hair styling, bartending and interior decorating. 

 

Wall Sign: A sign attached to or erected against the wall of a building with the face in a parallel plane 

to the plane of the building wall and not extending more than one foot. A wall sign shall be considered 

an attached sign.   

 

Window Sign: Any sign placed inside or upon a window facing the outside and which is intended to 

be seen from the exterior. A window sign shall be considered an attached sign.   

 

Wastewater Treatment Facility: Facilities such as percolation and/or holding ponds and pump/lift 

stations which support the functioning of a wastewater treatment system. 

 

Wastewater Treatment Plant: An arrangement of devices and structures for the treating of 

wastewater, industrial waste, and sludge.  

 

1. Type 1: An interim wastewater treatment plant with a capacity of under 500,000 gallons per 

day.  

 

2. Type 2: A permanent wastewater treatment plant with a capacity under 500,000 gallons per day.  

 

3. Type 3: A wastewater treatment plant with a capacity of over 500,000 gallons per day.  

 

Watercourse:  A river, creek, stream, channel or other topographic feature in, on, through, or over 

which water flows at least periodically.   

 

Water Features: Features of a site that hold water temporarily or permanently. These may include both 

natural features (lakes, wetlands, rivers, creeks, etc.), or artificial features (retention and detention 

ponds, fountains, ditches and canals.) 
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Water Surface Elevation: The height, in relation to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 

1929 or the North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988, of floods of various magnitudes and 

frequencies in the floodplains of coastal or riverine areas. 

 

Window Sign: A sign which is painted on, attached to or visible through a window. The display of 

merchandise is not a window sign. 

 

Yard: A open space unoccupied and unobstructed by any structure or portion of a structure from 36 

inches above the general ground level of the graded lot upward (except as otherwise provided by these 

regulations), provided, however, that fences and walls may be permitted in any yard subject to height 

limitations established herein, and further provided that poles, posts, and other customary yard 

accessories, ornaments, and furniture shall be permitted in any required yard, if they do not constitute 

substantial impediments to free flow of light and air across the yard to adjoining properties. For 

purposes of this Code, required yard is synonymous with yard.  

 

Yard, Front: An area from the primary structure and extending between the side lot lines across the 

portion of a lot adjacent to a street.  

 

Yard, Rear: A minimum required yard, as provided in this Code, extending across the rear of a lot 

between the side lot lines. The rear yard shall be at the opposite end of the lot from the front yard, 

excepting in the case of through lots, corner lots and waterfront lots.  

 

Yard, Side: A minimum required yard, as provided in this Code extending along the side of a lot 

between the front yard and the rear yard except on corner lots where the side yard is the yard along any 

interior lot line which intersects with a street lot line.  

 

Yard Waste Composting Facility: A facility where the yard trash and wood fraction of solid waste is 

processed by natural or mechanical means to aid the microbial decomposition of the organic material.  

 

Yard Waste Transfer Facility: A facility where yard trash and wood waste from several relatively 

small vehicles is placed into a large vehicle before being transferred to a yard waste composting or 

disposal facility.  

 

Zoning Permit: A permit, required by appropriate authority under the provisions of this Code, which 

authorizes the excavation, construction or alteration of a structure and is required prior to such 

construction or alteration, except for recurring maintenance work regardless of cost of the installation 

of required improvements according to an approved preliminary development plat or on approved 

preliminary development plat including planned development projects, conditional uses, special uses 

and special exception uses.  
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