RESOLUTION NO:  2013-05PRIVATE 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA, OPPOSING PROPOSED LEGISLATION REQUIRING STATE OR ANY LOCAL GOVERNMENT BUYING LAND FOR CONSERVATION PURPOSES TO SELL AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF LAND.

WHEREAS, land acquisition programs protect aquifer recharge areas from development, buffer springs, bays and rivers from pollution and provide an effective alternative to government controls; and,
WHEREAS, land acquisition programs give local government a way to prevent sprawling growth that creates costly problems for taxpayers; and,
WHEREAS, public expenses and private disasters can be averted when land in flood-prone areas is purchased for conservation; and, 
WHEREAS, Preservation 2000, launched in 1990, is a land-buying program that has preserved more than 2.2 million acres; and,
WHEREAS, Florida’s continued growth and prosperity depends on preserving the natural beauty and protecting ground and surface water, thereby affordably and effectively maintaining drinking water supplies; and,

WHEREAS, most of the state’s once pristine springs suffer from pollution and dwindling flows due to poor planning, which has resulted in widespread sprawl and gridlock, with residents complaining of diminishing quality of life; and,
WHEREAS, proposed Senate Bill 584 and House Bill 901 limit the ability of the state and local governments to purchase land for conservation purposes, unless an equal amount of public property not being held in conservation is returned or sold at fair market value to the private sector. 
WHEREAS, we believe proposed Senate Bill 584 and House Bill 901 infringes upon home rule authority afforded local government.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA, that:

SECTION 1. POLICY STATEMENT. The City of Brooksville is in opposition of the proposed legislation which will prohibit state and local governments from buying land for conservation purposes unless an equal amount of land is sold by the public authority, as set forth in proposed Senate Bill 584 and HB 901.


SECTION 2. DIRECTION FOR DISTRIBUTION. The City Clerk is hereby directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Florida Senate Majority Leader Lizbeth Benacquisto and Florida House of Representatives Majority Leader Stephen L. Precourt; and to all elected officials representing Brooksville and Hernando County.
SECTION 3. CONFLICT. Any resolution or policy of the City, or any portion thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this Resolution, is hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. In the event that any portion or section of this Resolution is determined to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall in no manner affect the remaining portions or sections of this Resolution, which shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This resolution shall be effective upon adoption by the City Council of the City of Brooksville, Florida.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA, THIS 18th DAY OF March, 2013.  

CITY OF BROOKSVILLE
By:                                                                
       Lara Bradburn, Mayor

Attest:                                                            


     Janice L. Peters, CMC

     City Clerk
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Thomas S. Hogan, Jr., The Hogan Law Firm, LLC
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