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About The Area

Established in 1856 and incorporated in
1880, the City of Brooksville is one of Florida’s
30 oldest communities according to the Florida

Hernando County, located in west central Florida,
is uniquely positioned close to Tampa, Orlando
and Ocala. Brooksville is centrally located at the
heart of Hernando County.

Good Neighbor Trail

CONCEPT PLAN

League of Cities. This is evidenced in the

Project Purpose

To develop a multi-use, non-motorized recreational trail numerous anti-bellum houses, many brick

. . Parts of Brooksville are over 200 feet above sea
paved streets lined with century-old trees

e level making it one of the highest cities in Florida
and a historic downtown.

affording vistas of stately live oaks and magnolias.

Known as the Good Neighbor Trail and
Trailhead Complex, this urban greenway

The Good Neighbor Trailhead is approximately

links historic Brooksville with the existing 130" above sea level.

Withlacoochee State Trail. As such, the IS I Withlachoochee 2P 3N J h the Ci
i e e B State Trail Despite its rapid, projected growth, the City
ood Neighbor Trail and Trailhead Complex : Rt ¥y .
s : et 46 Miles Long of 10-square miles is still considered a rural
carries the potential to be the recreational, : .
=iy : ; community. Pasture land, loaded with cattle and
historic, cultural and economic hub of not just Fort Dade Ave h he Ci e :
: R T doC E N 0 orses, surrounds the City and reflects the area’s
i rooksville, but all of Hernando County. 2 ; 3 P .
75 g A : 3 : 2 Jefferson St __|[ SRS0A ‘ s ?:D = agricultural tradition. These are the characteristics
% 40 . . . . . < w fmd o
R Visitors will enjoy a variety of historical, 2 S g g =] Z that helped earn the City the designation of
/‘R L] e |
i cultural and nature-based activities offered at 9 : . = 3 “Rural Community of the Year” in 2002.
. . e z
5. the trailhead complex. And in keeping with its & Liberty St @ 5
= Y : : These uncommon natural and historic assets ; B4 : RaY. S
natural and historic surroundings, the project = | AT R i A Recapturing the historical essence of the trailhead The Hernando Historical Museum Association, Inc.
Iy . ; also provide an inviting backdrop for the Goo e : : ; o
o will implement environmental restoration, z | P ; g P property is a vital element of the Good Neighbor acquired the train depot and transformed it into a
Y Neighbor Trail and Trailhead Complex. The

e ¢ enhance wildlife habitat and promote \S Trail project. The original site along Russell and Main genealogical resource center showcasing the area’s
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and switching yard. At that
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proposed project area incorporates approximately
35 acres within the city limits of Brooksville. Phase
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environmental education.

history. The Southwest Florida Water Management
District later discovered an 1880s rail car
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and donated it to the museum.

— Early St focal point of the community, providing a key link

. The wooden relic, known
as the “Cook Car,” was

virtually clear-cut when a

between neighborhoods and recreational areas. As
such, the Good Neighbor Trailhead will serve as a
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Organization and Hernando County staff, the Southwest
Florida Water Management District, the Florida Division
of Forestry, downtown merchants and property owners

Did you know?

In 1991 alone, bicycling and walking trips in the U.S. replaced
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History & Timeline
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this magnitude enhances the quality of life for all residents
in Hernando County.

A special thanks to all those who have tirelessly

Volunteers are needed for ongoing work to enhance and
maintain the natural beauty and historic integrity of the
project area. And, of course, any financial assistance or
in-kind donation is welcomed and appreciated

to reduce obesity and the chronic health problems associated
with a sedentary lifestyle. Regular physical activity provides
short-term benefits and reduces long-term risks for disability
and premature death.

Coalition of Americans, outdoor recreation generated at least
$40 billion dollars in 1996, accounting for 768,000 full-time

jobs and $13 billion dollars in annual wages. Local trail systems
encourage residents to particpate in local, rather that out-of town

fountain, drinking fountains, concession stands, a
gazebo, children'’s playground and other structures
will be developed to enhance the visitor experience

at the Good Neighbor Trail and Trailhead.

the Trailhead and one mile of

linear corridor from CSX with
funding from the Florida Department
of Community Affairs (DCA)

Florida Communities Trust (FCT)

of Forestry to identify native and

exotic plant species on the property

as well as specimen trees. Bird surveys
were also conducted on the project site.

construction of the Good
Neighbor Trail utilizing
Department of Transportation
Enhancement Funds
administered by the Hernando

invested their skills, sweat and imagination along this : » : .

: . y g 2 il ity b contai ot Environmental Benefits regeauongl‘o‘pportumnes. Dollars spgnt ‘by the residents for ; : — | | County Metropolitan

journey to success: o o i leisure activities therefore are spent within the local economy. The Blg Picture 2003.......... A logging encroachment on City-owned Planning Organization (MPO).
T supportive spirit of community. It is a road that spans Natural resource protection will fall into three main categories: is envisi h igh il will e g e T land by an adjacent land owner it

Past and present members of the Brooksville City : It is envisioned the Good Neighbor Trail wi Additional phases of

Council and City staff; volunteer members of the Good
Neighbor Trail Advisory Committee and supporting
agencies — The Hernando Historical Museum Association,
Inc., the Hernando County Metropolitan Planning

Advsory Commiftee

the generations.

For more information about the Good Neighbor Trail
project or how you can help turn the plan into pavement,
please contact the City of Brooksville’s Communtiy
Development Department:

Address: 201 Howell Ave, * Brooksville, Florida 34601

Website: www.ci.brooksville.fl.us

habitat enhancement, species protection and ecosystem restoration.
Nuisance exotic vegetation will be removed while native species will
be preserved. Restoration of the Trailhead site also calls for stormwater
improvements, re-establishment of historic creek flow to Parson's
Brook and planting of native vegetation.

The Good Neighbor Trail, along with on-road facilities and sidewalks

those short trips to work, school or the local store.

Did you know?

For Florida’s West Orange Trail, the average annual expenditure
for equipment, clothing, books and other trail-related expenses
amounted to $190.34 per user.

enjoyed nature based activities, such as trail use.

eventually link to the Suncoast Trail to the west.
Such a project would include designated bike lanes,
sidewalks and/or shared road facilities.

were acquired at different
intervals by private interests and
Hernando County, both of which
are dedicated to connecting the
Good Neighbor Trail to the
Withlacoochee State Trail.

resulted in a settlement of cash in the
amount of $60,000 and land donation
with an assessed value of over $40,000,
both of which will be used as local match
for future funding requests.

Potentially interested parties and all

'
7o) for a future connection to the Suncoast Trail, will encourage the use Dld ou k“OW? adjacent property owners of the Trail
: : * Fax: . ’ Russell Street Park ‘ . Py
NﬁEIGHBOI)R Phone: (352) 544-5430 » Fax: (352) 544-5429 of non-polluting transportation alternatives to the automobile for y . ¥ 5 ‘ bbbt in the City were invited to attend and
TRAY  Emgil: cityhall@ci.brooksville.flus In 2003, 70.3% of respondents who traveled within Florida P e e

public workshop held at City Hall.

construction will follow in

subsequent years.



CONNECTION TO

Public Involvement A e

Community involvement has been ’
invaluable to the successful planning and implementation
of the Good Neighbor Trail Project.

EXISTING PARKING AREA — Cyclist enjoying the Suncoast Trail.

— EXISTING RUSSELL PARK
PICNIC SHELTERS

On March 6, 2000, the Brooksville City Council

appointed twelve members from the community

Mountain biker enjoying the off-road
trails at Croom in the Withlacoochee
State Forest.

Good Neighbor Trailhead

CONNECTION TO
FUTURE PARKING WITHLACOOCHEE STATE TRAIL

AREA ( 46-MILE MULTIUSE TRAIL SYSTEM
CONNECTING PAsSCO Co. witH Crirrus Co.)

— PROPOSED PLAY
to serve on the Good Neighbor Trail Advisory

Committee to ensure public involvement in
the implementation of the Good Neighbor Trail

Management Plan. The Committee has organized

plant and wildlife surveys of the site for native and

— PROPOSED REST ROOM
FACILITY

\\

exotic nuisance vegetation and animals, (including

a specimen tree survey and an initial historic
resource survey). The Committee has also assisted

in development of the restoration plan and design

planning for the Good Neighbor Trailhead :

Loblolly Pi s - .
facilities and nature trail. il N QREE 7.%--~
Laurel Oak & R |5 e ey Y -
The Committee meets regularly to work on o A i - { « _"‘lﬂ., 1,
project components of the Good Neighbor Trail. T A b . A/
The Committee also has coordinated numerous Water Oak \
public workshops, events and festivals e
(see History & Timeline) to raise @ibbugealr
awareness and to encourage public :
support for the project. These public Magnolia
workshops, festivals, and clean-up Slash Pine
evi?ts ha(\i/e l?lien we.:ll attenlcllecfl by t:e Black Cherry | — \ . . .. . it o
t ter t . } ~ LN 1 N B ".‘ o | - » . e
Trail and Trailhead facility are built. 7, . SR T s el ‘ (UL ©se. NUUFIL ST -. =% . o' e / , e 3
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GOOD NEIGHBOR TRAIL
(10 MILE MULTIFUSE TRAIL)

Planning Neighborhood
Space with People

“Recreation trails are for people.
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E‘ Northern Cardinal
A Red-Bellied Woodpecker
o Downy Woodpecker
Piliated Woodpecker
White-eyed Virio
Red Shouldered Hawk
Yellow-rumped Warbler
American Robin
American Kestrel
Carolina Wren

They allow us to go back to our
roots. Trails help humans make
sense of a world increasingly
dominated by automobiles and

pavement. They allow us to come

more closely in touch with our

House Wren
Common Yellowthroat Warbler
Barred Owl
Great Crested Flycatcher
Chimney Swift
Northern Mockingbird

Blue-grey Gnatcher o
Carolina Chickadee
Morning Dove
Eastern Blue Bird
Rubycrowned Kinglet
Hermit Thrush
Palm Warbler T : /) : - ! > . - -
) 7 Black-and-White Warbler I N o R | , : " | 7 e s
Dld you k“OWo American Goldfinch iy IR AL\ \ IFEN : N m : A g ———
In 2001, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Black Vulture NN S | ‘- i W aaeNg) 7 5 S
Conservation Commission estimated Great Egret

natural surroundings, to soothe our

psyches, to challenge our bodies,
and to practice ancient skills.”

Rendering of the future
Good Neighbor Trail. Ranilol ph T. Hes ter, Ir,

Some of the beautiful
native vegetation found
on the Good Neighbor
Trail site.

Rendering of the future
Parsons Brook Path.

that 3.24 million people participated
DANDELION

in some form of bird and wildlife
viewing, The net effect was the creation
of 28,400 jobs with a total economic
impact of $2.861 billion dollars for
Florida’s economy.

Pileated Woodpecker “The true meaning of life is
to plant trees, under whose shade you

do not expect to sit.”

Nelson Henderson

female

>

Members of the Florida Native

Plant Society conduct a survey of plants
growing at the Trailhead site.




